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BAKERSFIELD COLLEGE TO HOST WOMEN IN LEADERSHIP PANEL  

CELEBRATING WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH 

 
Bakersfield College will kick off Women’s History Month on March 1, 2019 at 10:00AM with a panel focused 
on Women in Leadership.  

Hosted by BC’s President, Sonya Christian, the panel will include local women in leadership positions to 
discuss their influences, challenges, and successes along with words of advice for young women. The 
Bakersfield community, along with students, faculty and alumni are encouraged to attend this free event 
held in the Levan Center at the Bakersfield College campus on Panorama Drive. 

“At a time when women’s voices are rising both across our nation and internationally, BC is delighted to 
highlight women in positions of leadership who will share their personal stories and life experiences which 
have shaped their journeys and professions,” said Olivia Garcia, History Professor and Co-Chair of 
Women’s History Month Committee at Bakersfield College. 

The Women in Leadership Panel will be moderated by California Senator Republican Leader Emeritus, 
Jean Fuller and features a lineup of local women in leadership roles including: 

• Blanca Cavazos, Superintendent at Taft Union High School District 

• Cynthia Giumarra, Local Attorney 

• Shannon Grove, Republican California State Senator, Representing the 16th Senate District 

• Rosalina Rivera, Superintendent at Delano Union Elementary School District 

Garcia adds, “The panelists have been hand selected to showcase a range of careers and leadership 
options for future graduates in sectors including public service and education. By inviting women who are 
leading by example, Renegades will continue to carry the torch, fostering a community that recognizes 
strong and inspirational women and celebrates a community which responds to the needs of women, 
gainfully employs them with equal terms and conditions, and supports female leaders and entrepreneurs.”  

Since the 1980s, Bakersfield College has participated in the countrywide effort to recognize the historical 
accomplishments of women with a month-long series of programs presented by local and regional leaders 
among women. Women’s History and More (WHAM) at Bakersfield College is committed to organizing an 
array of programs that are open and free to the public.  

Additional Women’s History Month events are planned at Bakersfield College. For more information or for a 
list of activities, please visit www.bakersfieldcollege.edu/womens-history-month. 

Bakersfield College provides opportunities for students from diverse economic, cultural, and educational backgrounds to attain Associate and 
Baccalaureate degrees and certificates, workplace skills, and preparation for transfer. Our rigorous and supportive learning environment fosters 
students’ abilities to think critically, communicate effectively, and demonstrate competencies and skills in order to engage productively in their 

communities and the world. 

### 

mailto:marlene@heisemedia.com
http://www.bakersfieldcollege.edu/womens-history-month

