
Virtual Welcome Back
Orientation

This semesters welcome back orientation was like no

other. Due to COVID-19 restrictions the VRC was

unable to hold an in-person orientation. Maria the

VRC counselor conducted the orientation via Zoom.
 
The VRC welcomed more than 20 new and returning

Veterans. Maria not only provided the Veterans with

tools and resources to succeed in classes she also gave

them community information to help them navigate

through the pandemic safely.  
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Lending Library 

Drive-thru 

The VRC also helped students with the cost of

college books. Many students borrowed books

from the VRC's lending library.

Rachel the VRC program technician is pictured

handing out books to a student during the

lending library drive-thu held on campus a few

days before the start of fall classes. 

The VRC's lending library currently has 112

books and 15 laptops among other supplies like

calculators, iClickers, and voice recorders.

Backpack Distribution 

Drive-thru

The year 2020 has been challenging for us all

especially the VRC students. The VRC staff has

come up with ways to continue to support

students during the pandemic. 

This fall semester the VRC staff got creative

and held a backpack distribution drive-thru

the week before the start of fall classes in an

effort to help alleviate the cost of school

supplies.

Twenty Veterans stopped by to pick up the

backpacks full of school supplies. Many of

them shared their stories of how COVID-19

has impacted their daily lives. 

Fall Drive-Thru Events



 PC Salutes our Veterans

Every year the VRC host a PC Salutes our Veterans event in November to kick off
Veterans month. The event is open to Veteran students and Veterans in the community.

This year due to COVID-19 restrictions the VRC hosted a collaborative virtual event
with College of the Sequoias and West Hills College Lemoore. 

PC veteran student Thomas Bear kicked off the event by playing America the Beautiful
on his trumpet. The keynote speaker Judas Recendez a U.S. Army Veteran of the Iraq
War who participated in 2 tours of combat before an IED explosion caused him to lose
both legs in 2006. Recendez shared his story of rehabilitation and how he overcame
depression through art. 

Over 60 Veterans throughout Kings and Tulare county had the opportunity to ask
Recendez questions and share their own personal stories. 



PC staff members wanted to show Veteran
students their appreciation by creating a
picture collage with a special message. "Dear
Porterville College Veterans, On this day we
would like to honor Veterans, Active Duty
Service Members, Guardsmen, and
Reservist. Your service and sacrifice have
kept our country safe and free. Happy
Veterans Day!"

With the help of Roger Perez PC Marketing
and Communications Manager, the special
message was advertised in the Porterville
Recorder and PC social media sites on
Veterans Day.

The VRC staff also mailed out care packages
to PC Veteran students. The packages were
filled with school supplies and a special post
card that read: "Thank you to all our men
and women for serving our country and
protecting our freedoms. Your service will
never be forgotten. We miss seeing you on
campus. Please stay safe & encouraged".

 PC Salutes our Veterans 

In the Spot Light

Veteran students Adam Silvey (Army) and Roxann Doering (Army) express what Veterans Day
means to them in a video interview by Roger Perez PC Media & Communications Manager
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 Community Donations

The VRC receives a generous donation from Eagle Mountain Casino. The funds will go
towards gas/food gift cards, scholarships, and out of state tuition to help veteran
students. Thank you Eagle Mountain Casino for your generosity. This donation could
not have come at a better time. 

C.A.L.V.I.N.
Citizens Assisting Local Veteras In Need

Every year during the holidays, C.A.L.V.I.N. facilitator
Juan Vasquez  joins forces with other agencies to
provide donations for VRC Veteran students. 

This year, seven VRC Veteran students received cash,
food, gift cards, toys, and much more to help provide
holiday relief. 

A special thanks to all  of the donating agencies: Visalia
Elks Lodge, SETCO, Food Link of Tulare County, Toys
for Tots, Binational of Central California, Thomas
Retzer Memorial Foundation, C.A.L.V.I.N. and the
Nieto Family.  Pictured: Juan Vasquez C.A.L.V.I.N. Facilitator 



Make a donation at the business office

Fill out a payroll donation form and donate a little each month. You can choose to have a
little (or a lot) automatically deducted from your monthly earnings and donate directly to the
VRC. Believe it or not, even a $2 or $5 monthly contribution can make a big difference in
helping us provide materials and services to the veterans. Come to the VRC or the business
office to pick up a donation form. It only takes a few seconds to fill out, and you can cancel at
any time.

Drop by the VRC and pitch in to our "Butt Can" Originally used for cigarette butts in the
Military, our big red Butt Can is where we collect small donations to purchase supplies for the
VRC like snacks and water. Student veterans usually throw in whatever loose change they
have in their pocket, you are welcome to come by and do the same!

Bring in snacks, drinks, water bottles, and other supplies to the VRC. We try to keep the VRC
stocked with food and water bottles so the student veterans can drop in for a quick snack in
between classes. Chips, granola bars, crackers, and donuts are favorites, but any snacks are
welcome. If you have any leftover food or drinks from a big meeting or event, feel free to
bring them by!

Purchase a brick for the Veterans Memorial Bricks are still for sale for the Veterans Memorial
at Porterville College. It's a great way to show how much you appreciate a veterans sacrifice.
Come to the VRC for more info!

Due to COVID-19 only online donations will be accepted
 Click link below to donate

https://www.portervillecollegefoundation.org/donate.html
Please indicate VRC in the message.

There are a few easy ways you can help the Porterville College Veterans:

Stop by the business office in the AC building and let them know you'd like to make a
donation to the VRC. Cash or check are accepted.

 

 

Donations of any amount are greatly appreciated and are all tax deductible! 
 

Porterville College Veterans Resource Center 
100 East College Ave Porterville CA 93257 pcvetcenter@portervillecollege.edu (559) 791-2222

 

Support the VRC

https://www.portervillecollegefoundation.org/donate.html

