
UPDATE

“You’re doing a great 
job, Porterville College. 
Thank you for having us 
here, and we wish you 
nothing but success in 
the future.” 

Those were the words 
of Ed Knudson, Antelope 
Valley College’s Presi-
dent/Superintendent, in 
a brief exit report that 
concluded the most re-
cent accreditation review 
at PC. Knudson was the 
chair of the 12-member 
accreditation team. 

The review took place 
Monday through Thurs-
day, Oct. 1-4. California 
community colleges 
undergo an accreditation 
review generally every 
six years. PC is one of 
134 colleges accredited 
by the Accrediting Com-
mission for Community 
and Junior Colleges (AC-
CJC).

In the exit report, 
which was held in the 
theater, Knudson spoke 
for a total of about six 
minutes and provided 
two minor recommenda-
tions for improvement 
and four commenda-
tions. No noncompliance 
issues were found.

“We have found that 
the college is doing a 
good job of meeting the 
standards of the com-
mission,” Knudson said.
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Ed Knudson, left, Antelope Valley College’s President/Superintendent and the 
chair of the 12-member accreditation team, presents the exit report Thursday, 
Oct. 4, in the PC theater.

The PC Update is put together by Alex Schultz, PC’s communications and marketing manager. 
He can be reached at alex.schultz@portervillecollege.edu or 791-2209.

Review Concludes 
With 2 Minor 
Recommendations, 
4 Commendations

PC Quick Hits
• PC hosted two CHAP 

(Cultural and Histori-
cal Awareness Program) 
events in October. The first, 
on Friday, Oct. 5, was titled 
“The 10th Muse: Sor Juana 
Inez de la Cruz, 17th Cen-
tury Mexican Feminist” and 
presented by PC History 
Professor Jay Hargis. The 
second, on Friday, Oct. 26, 
was titled “Found in Trans-
lation: Design in California 
and Mexico, 1915-1985” 
and presented by Wendy 
Kaplan, who is the Depart-
ment Head and Curator of 
Decorative Arts and Design 
at the Los Angeles County 
Museum of Art.

• PC’s annual Health 
Fair took place Wednes-
day, Oct. 10, in the quad. 
29 local organizations and 
programs, ranging from 
health organizations to 
law-enforcement agen-
cies to universities, were 
represented. PC had two 
tables set up as well. Blood 
donations were also taken 
(38 units of blood were 
collected at the event).

• PC participated in 
the California Community 
Colleges’ Undocumented 
Student Week of Action 
campaign the week of Oct. 
15. Several events – three 
tabling events, two work-
shops, a poetry reading, 
and a movie night – were 
held to bring awareness to 
the experiences and chal-
lenges faced by students, 
either directly or indirectly, 
because of an undocu-
mented status.

Accreditation Recap

A team meet-and-greet event Monday, Oct. 1, in PC’s Student Center Confer-
ence Room kicked off the four-day accreditation review.

Transfer Fair Draws More Than 600 Students

Questions were 
asked, possibilities 
were explored and 
plans were made at 
Porterville College’s 
second annual Transfer 
Fair on Monday, Oct. 
15.

The event drew 
427 local high school 
juniors and 207 PC 
students to the college 
quad, where repre-
sentatives from 18 
four-year colleges and 
universities had tables 
set up to answer the 
students’ questions 
regarding an array of 
topics: academics, ad-
mission requirements, 
campus life, cost and 
more.

“The purpose is to 
bring colleges and uni-
versities from all over 
the state, and even 

some out of state, to 
PC. It is a chance to 
connect with those 
schools,” PC Counselor 
and Transfer Fair coor-
dinator Carmen Martin 
told The Porterville 
Recorder. “We want to 
give them the oppor-
tunity to expand their 
horizons and maybe 
consider other schools 
they are not familiar 
with.”

PC also had sev-
eral tables set up to 
highlight its wealth of 
programs and sup-
port services. Thirty 
prizes donated by PC 
employees and the 
four-year schools were 
raffled off as well.

The four-year insti-
tutions represented 
were Brandman Uni-
versity; Chamberlain 

University; Califor-
nia State University, 
Bakersfield; Cali-
fornia State Univer-
sity, Fresno; California 
State University, Sacra-
mento; Fresno Pacific 
University; Grand Can-
yon University; Holy 
Names University; 
National University; 
Pacific Oaks College; 
Simpson University; 
the University of Cali-
fornia, Davis; the Uni-
versity of California, 
Merced; the University 
of California, Santa 
Barbara; the University 
of California, Santa 
Cruz; the University of 
La Verne; University of 
the Pacific; and Cali-
fornia Health Sciences 
University-College of 
Pharmacy.

Students pose with Fresno State Bulldog stickers at PC’s second annual 
Transfer Fair on Monday, Oct. 15, in the quad.
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Leading up to the 
review, the accreditation 
team reviewed PC’s insti-
tutional self-evaluation 
report (ISER) – facilitated 
by Sam Aunai, PC’s Vice 
President of Instruction 
and the accreditation 
liaison officer – multiple 
times, Knudson said. The 
ISER took about two 
years to complete.

Over the course of 
the four-day review, 
the accreditation team 
conducted more than 45 
interviews, spoke with 
over 80 faculty and staff 
members, and interacted 
with more than 50 stu-
dents. 

A team meet-and-
greet event Monday 
in the Student Center 
Conference Room kicked 
off the four-day event. 
Open forums were held 
Tuesday and Wednesday 
in the theater. During 
the open forums, faculty, 
staff and students ad-
dressed the accreditation 
team and explained what 
they like most about PC 
and what they think the 
college is doing especial-
ly well. The open forums 
had “the best attendance 

I have seen in 10 years 
of doing these events. 
That means you care,” 
Knudson said to those in 
attendance at Thursday’s 
exit report. 

As far as next steps 
go, Knudson will sub-
mit the first draft of the 
evaluation report to 
ACCJC commissioners. 
Upon their review, the 
commissioners will send 
the report to PC interim 
President Bill Henry, who 
will review the report 
for errors of fact. Once 

Henry has reviewed the 
report, he will send it 
back to Knudson, who 
will make any correc-
tions noted by Henry. 
Knudson and his team 
will then have until Dec. 
1 to submit the final 
report to the ACCJC. 
Next, the commission-
ers will review the report 
and meet in mid-January 
2019. The action the 
ACCJC decides to take 
won’t be made known 
to PC until mid-February 
2019.

After PC’s last ac-
creditation review, which 
took place in October 
2012, the ACCJC took 
action to reaffirm PC’s 
accreditation status.

“I would like to single 
out some individuals, but 
I would probably miss 
somebody,” Knudson 
said at the exit report. 
“And the fact of the mat-
ter is, as an entire com-
munity, you all worked 
very well in putting to-
gether our visit here and 
meeting our needs.”
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PC Vice President of Finance and Administrative 
Services Arlitha Williams-Harmon, left, Vice Presi-
dent of Instruction Sam Aunai, center, and Vice 
President of Student Services Primavera Arvizu talk 
Thursday, Oct. 4, in the PC theater after the exit 
report was presented.

What’s Next
1. Knudson will 
submit first draft of 
evaluation report to 
ACCJC

2. ACCJC will review 
report and send to 
Henry

3. Henry will review 
report and return to 
Knudson

4. Knudson and his 
team must submit 
final report to AC-
CJC by Dec. 1

5. ACCJC will meet 
in January 2019

6. PC will learn of 
ACCJC’s decision in 
February 2019

13th Annual Senior Day the Largest Ever
Nearly 1,500 local high school 

seniors converged on Porterville 
College on Tuesday, Oct. 2, for 
PC’s 13th annual Senior Day event.

For several hours, the campus 
swarmed with 1,431 seniors, mak-
ing the 13th edition of Senior Day 
the largest in the history of the 
event. To date, more than 16,000 
seniors have attended PC’s Senior 
Day events.

When the high-schoolers first 
arrived on campus, they packed 

into the gym to hear from several 
speakers: PC Professor of Infor-
mation Systems Jim Carson, PC 
Vice President of Instruction Sam 
Aunai, PC students Joselyn Buck-
ley and Cody Ridenour, and guest 
speaker Johan Khalilian.

“Porterville College is a great 
place to start,” Carson told the 
students. “Why? We have great 
instructors, we have programs 
designed to help you succeed, we 
can help you transfer or earn a 

two-year degree or certificate, we 
are the most inexpensive school 
around and, most importantly, we 
care about our students.” 

Speaking for about an hour, 
Khalilian told the students that he 
grew up in a rough part of Chica-
go but was able to move past the 
obstacles and traps that ensnared 
so many of his peers. Today, he is 
a national speaker who has been a 
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special guest on a number of TV 
and radio shows, written a book 
and spoken at a TEDx conference, 
among other achievements. Khalil-
ian encouraged the students to 
“produce something meaningful in 
this life,” not to earn an education 
for the sake of earning an educa-
tion or to get a job for the sake of 
getting a job. 

After hearing from Khalilian, 
the students ventured out into 
the quad, where 27 booths con-
taining information on PC’s many 

programs and support services 
awaited them. Eleven seminars 
were also presented.  

Ivan Robles said he plans to 
attend PC after graduating from 
Granite Hills High School and 
become a correctional officer one 
day. 

“All the people in my family do 
it,” he said. “It’s a great career.” 
Robles added that PC’s low cost 
of attendance is a big reason why 
he wants to attend PC.

Before returning to their re-
spective high schools, all the 
students reassembled in the gym, 
where 14 prizes – seven laptops, 
two Beats headphone sets, two 

Bose Bluetooth speakers, two 
iPads and a UE Boom portable 
Bluetooth speaker – were award-
ed. All the items were donated by 
the PC Foundation. The students 
had to attend at least three of 
the seminars to be eligible for the 
prizes.

The schools represented at 
Senior Day were Butterfield 
Charter High School, Citrus High 
School, Granite Hills High School, 
Harmony Magnet Academy, John 
J. Cairns High School, Monache 
High School, Porterville High 
School, Strathmore High School 
and Summit Charter Collegiate 
Academy.

SENIORS
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