
Virtual Campus is the “New Normal” for Fall Semester
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The Fall semester is upon us and Porterville College is 
prepared to support our students’ academic journey 
with a focus on health and safety by continuing its virtual 
operation and online classes.
  
With the lessons learned last Spring, we studied the 
best way to ensure academic continuity as we explored 
available options and the viability of returning to campus. 
The progression of COVID-19, particularly in the Central 
Valley, makes it risky for our students, faculty, staff and 
their families to return to a traditional face-to-face campus.  
To meet guidelines from the Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC) for institutions of higher education, from the city of 
Porterville and the State of California, we will require that 
masks be worn by students, faculty and staff in an effort 
to mitigate the spread of COVID-19.  

Supporting our students at the onset of the new semester is 
essential and particularly challenging during the pandemic. 
This is especially true when the majority are either first 
generation students or come from vulnerable populations. 
Carefully planned events by Financial Aid and Admission & 
Records will take place outdoors, to minimize risk of virus 
exposure. The various support programs such as EOPS, 

DRC, Veterans and Learning Services have also scheduled 
touchless pick-up events to distribute technology, books 
and school supplies. The bookstore will continue to meet 
the needs of students through our website. 

We will offer a rigorous and innovative academic experience 
regardless of the mode of delivery. Only a handful of classes 
or labs will be taught in person. Approximately 120 students 
and 10 faculty will be meeting on campus this fall for classes 
in Nursing, Psych Tech and EMT. Their classrooms have 
been converted into a low-density model following strict 
safety and social distancing protocols.

Our dedicated essential personnel in IT and Maintenance 
& Operations have been carefully staggered to support 
campus needs while maintaining distancing protocols. 
Access to campus facilities will be allowed during limited 
hours.  Services requiring in-person interaction will be 
managed through an appointment process to control the 
number of people inside the buildings at any given time.

Although teaching and learning online is not our preference, 
remaining virtual is our contribution to fighting the spread 
of COVID-19. It is also our responsibility to help protect 
LatinX, Black, and Indigenous communities who are 
disproportionately affected by this virus. 

I am excited about the new semester and I remain optimistic 
because I have witnessed the effort of our leadership team, 
our talented faculty and our dedicated staff who invested 
countless summer hours training, strategizing and preparing 
to support our students’ journey to a bright future. 

We are resilient and proud of our PC Spirit. Together we will 
see this crisis through and continue the tradition of student 
success at PC.

This update is published by the Porterville College Marketing and Communications Department. 
You may contact us at marketing@portervillecollege.edu or at 559.791.2209
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Important Upcoming Dates

Dates Event Time/Virtual Location

ONGOING FALL SEMESTER REGISTRATION CONTINUES Register Online at www.PortervilleCollege.edu

August 20-21 FALL FLEX DAYS Held Virtually for Faculty and Staff

August 24 FALL SEMESTER INSTRUCTION BEGINS Online Classes and Limited Face-to-Face Instruction 

September 7 LABOR DAY HOLIDAY Campus Closed

Classrooms on campus have been converted to a “low density 
configuration” following strict safety and distancing protocols.
Masks and hand sanitizer will be available for students.

Exterior social distance signage 
and temperature checkpoints 
will be a common sight on the 
PC Campus this fall.

by Dr. Claudia Habib



New Safety Protocols 
Implemented on Campus
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Essential Staff and visitors to campus will now 
undergo a temperature screening each time 
they arrive on campus.

Although the campus is currently closed to the 
public and Fall classes will be conducted online, 

it is our continual goal to ensure the safety of all 
students, faculty and staff.  

In an effort to ensure maximum safety 
“essential staff” and visitors will follow a 

new set of protocols to help us limit the 
spread of COVID-19.  Temperatures will 
be rigorously monitored and social 

distancing protocols, including new 
room arrangements, are being 
enforced.  

All persons entering campus 
are required to wear a mask, 
and detailed records will be 
kept in the event that contract 
tracing is needed in the future.  

PC Distributes 836 Degrees to 
2020 Graduates

A season of virtual ceremonies and online commencements 
came to an end this month as the Class of 2020 was given 
the opportunity to pick up their diplomas at a drive through 
distribution on campus.  We delivered 836 degrees and  84 
certificates in 2019-2020, compared to 696 degrees and 
130 certificates in 2018-2019. 

Tech Partnership Provides a Richer Experience for Online Learning at PC.

Porterville College is teaming up with Education Tech 
Company, YuJa, Inc. to provide students and instructors with 
a better experience in the “virtual classroom”.  

The program is designed to add tools for creating interactivity, 
accessibility and better classroom management to our existing 
Canvas Online learning tools for Faculty, Staff and Students.  

The use of this software was made possible by CARES act 
funding provided by the state as a way to better serve the 
student population during the COVID-19 Crisis.  

The multi-year contract follows a 6-month pilot of the software  
which tested for PC’s specific service requirements. PC needed 
a platform that could provide rich content creation, accessible 
content, student engagement tools, in-video quizzing, and in-
video communication between instructors and students. 

The Yuja Platform is designed to help instructors with their class 
design and development and management tasks, to increase 
student engagement, and increase digital accessibility. 

“In response to COVID-19, and our shift to online learning, 
Porterville College has added the Yuja video platform’s 
functionality to our current classroom learning system,” Said 
PC Public Information Officer Roger Perez.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“The addition of this new video creation and delivery platform 
will allow our faculty to better interact with students and to 
foster better student to student interaction in the new virtual 
classroom.  It also allows us to provide better accessibility 
and access for all students at Porterville College, providing  
everyone with the best opportunities for student success.”

PC will continue to offer all of it’s classes virtually this fall 
semester, with a very few exceptions for classes in which 
hands-on instruction is necessary.

“The YuJa Enterprise Video Platform was founded on the 
principle that digital learning tools can transform the learning 
experience for students and staff in and away from the 
traditional classroom setting,” Said Dr. Ajit Singh, YuJa Chief 
Executive Officer.

“Our partnership with forward-thinking institutions like 
Porterville College demonstrates our commitment to 
delivering  the benefits of content creation and video 
management solutions during these trying times.” 

“Our partnership 
with forward-thinking 
institutions like Porterville 
College demonstrates 
our commitment to 
delivering  the benefits of 
content creation and video 
management solutions 
during these trying times.”
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PC Set to Launch Umoja Community in Fall 2020

Porterville College has joined the esteemed state-wide 
community of UMOJA. UMOJA (a Kiswahili word meaning 
unity) is a community of cultural and education resources 
built on a rich legacy of the African and African-American 
Diasporas.

The mission and vision of the UMOJA Community is to provide 
African-American and underrepresented students access to 
culturally relevant foundational resources, student support 
services and development training that will promote academic, 
personal and professional success. Porterville College has 
been inducted into a robust network of over 60 colleges and 
universities; completing the Kern Community College District’s 
participation along with Bakersfield College and Cerro Coso 
College.

Fall 2020 will mark the official launch of the Porterville College 
UMOJA Program. The strategic coordination of this program 
will be completed by Kimanthi Warren, Director of Equity 
and Education Services, along with Maria Roman, Academic 
Counselor. Program activities, events, and workshops will 
be offered in compliance with social distancing regulations, 
including opportunities for UMOJA students to attend 
conferences and college/university tours virtually.  

Additional support to be provided by UMOJA:

• UMOJA Program Information Sessions (Offered in 
August 2020)

• New UMOJA Participant Orientation (Offered in 
September 2020)

• Academic Advising Support
• Mentorship Opportunities
• Professional Development Training
• Cross-cultural awareness events/workshops
• Assistance with Transfer Prep
• Access to Academic Support Materials (i.e. School 

Supplies/UMOJA Backpack)
• Access to the UMOJA Community’s Resource Network 

The UMOJA website (https://www.umojacommunity.org/
our-story) has additional details about the rich history of the 
organization. It describes their vision this way: 
We believe that when the voices and histories of students are 
deliberately and intentionally recognized, the opportunity for 
self-efficacy emerges and a foundation is formed for academic 
success. Umoja actively serves and promotes student success 
for all students through a curriculum and pedagogy responsive 
to the legacy of the African and African American Diasporas.

The community as a whole has a track record of success, as 
mentioned in their site:

• UMOJA students persisted from one semester to the 
next at a 20 percent higher rate compared to non-
UMOJA students

• More than 75 percent of UMOJA programs have 
improved the retention rate and helped students 
progress to transfer levels more quickly

• UMOJA students attempted and earned twice as many 
credit units as non-UMOJA students

Pictured: Kimanthi Warren (front), Maria Roman (rear), and 
friends pictured at a recent Umoja conference

by Kimanthi Warren and Kevin Ott

PC Appoints New Administrators

Erin Wingfield 
was recently 
promoted to Dean 
of Student Success 
and Counseling at 
Porterville College. 

Erin has worked 
in the California 
Community 
College system 
since 1997 and has 
worked in Student 
Services for the 
past 22 years.

Erin enjoys working 
in post-secondary 
education and 
is a passionate 
champion of 
student success. 
Erin works 
diligently to 
provide resources 
and support 
services to the 
students we serve. 
She is deeply 
committed to 
removing barriers 
and improving 
educational 
outcomes for 
disproportionately 
impacted students. 
As Dean of Student 
Success and 
Counseling, she 
will work tirelessly 
to advocate for 
our students who 

desire a quality 
education. She 
looks forward to 
beginning her 
new role and 
working with an 
incredible group 
of administrators, 
faculty and staff 
members at 
Porterville College.

She holds a 
BS in Business 
Administration 
from the University 
of Phoenix 
and a MA in 
Organizational 
Leadership from 
Fresno Pacific 
University.

Frank Ramirez is 
the new Director 
of Student 
Services at PC.  

He has dedicated 
over 19 years 
of his career in 
helping students 
from the Central 
Valley access 
post-secondary 
education 
opportunities 
and succeed 

in attaining 
academic and/or 
career outcomes. 

He brings 
a wealth of 
knowledge due 
to his experience 
working at 
CSU-Bakersfield 
as a Financial 
Aid Counselor; 
UC Merced as 
an Admissions 
Coordinator; and 
as the Director 
of the Family 
Resource Center 
for the Greenfield 
Union School 
District. 

His passion for 
helping students 
succeed led him 
to establish the 

Youth 2 Leaders 
Education 
Foundation 
where he most 
recently served 
as its Executive 
Director. Creating 
a nonprofit 
organization has 
been one of his 
most significant 
accomplishments 
as he lead the 
growth of this 
organization into 
a leading figure 
in college access 
within the Central 
Valley, securing 
various grants 
and cooperative 
investments that 
ultimately help 
thousands of 
youth annually 
access a post-

secondary 
education. 

Being born, 
raised, and 
educated in 
the Central 
Valley provides 
a personal 
community-
based connection 
coupled with 
his commitment 
to helping area 
youth.



“A good teacher can inspire 
hope, ignite the imagination, 
and instill a love of learning.”  
-Brad Henry 

#WeGotThisPirates  #PCStudentSuccess
#ImproveYourWorld

Join us 
on Social Media!
Have you liked or followed 
our social media pages 
yet?  We want to see how 
you spend your time on 
campus, so be sure to like 
and follow us! Use the 
hashtag #PClife to show us 
how you spend your time 
on campus!

@PCollegePirates

@PortervilleCollege

PortervilleCollege

Seen on Social Media
PC joins the The California Community 
Colleges in a campaign to encourage face 
coverings on campus and in our communities. 

I N S P I R A T I O N

PC Receives Large Donation in support of Fire Academy
Porterville College and the Porterville College Foundation 
would like to send a heartfelt thank you the Porterville 
Breakfast Rotary Club for their incredibly generous 
donation of $30,000 to the Porterville College Fire 
Academy Program.    

“It is with great pride that we are able to establish a fund 
in the name of Patrick Jones and Raymond Figueroa to 
benefit the students of the Porterville College Wildland and 
Fire Department Academy.” Said Rotary President Catie 
Adams-Puett.  “These funds were a result of an outpouring 
of support in response to a call to action to show our support 
to the first responders by having a luncheon for them.”

This generous donation, made in honor of former academy 
instructors and students Patrick Jones and Raymond 
Figueroa, will help students with expenses for safety 
equipment and materials needed to complete the program.

Pictured:  (right) Members of the Porterville Breakfast Rotary Club Present a 
Donation to PC President Dr. Claudia Habib.
(below) Students run rescue exercises at the PC Fire Academy.


