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VRC Events &  

Announcements! 

Spring 2018 

Vets Wrap Up the Year 

with Recognition Dinner 

The Veterans Resource Center 

held their 4th Annual End of the 

Year Veterans Recognition Dinner 

earlier this month in the Student 

Center at Porterville College.  

Student veterans and their 

families, along with PC staff, 

faculty, and administrators came 

together to celebrate the end of 

another successful year and 

recognize the graduating veterans.  

PC President Bill Henry made 

the opening remarks at the ceremony and 

congratulated the student veterans on 

another successful semester and thanked 

them for their service and sacrifice.  

This year's guest speaker was Roland 

Hill, US Army Vietnam veteran, Springville 

VFW Secretary, and past president for the 

Happy Trails Academy. He spoke about his 

own experience at PC, before and after 

joining the military. He stressed the 

importance of maintaining camaraderie 

among fellow student veterans, especially 

with the help of a dedicated veterans center 

on campus, and shared his own photo of 

the student veterans group he founded 

while here at PC.  

Roland also spoke about the Happy 

Trails Academy, an equine therapy center 

for veterans, and reminded students to not 

be afraid to seek help during hard times. 

Guest speaker Roland Hill speaks at Veterans Recognition Dinner in 
Porterville College Student Center  
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Veterans Recognition Dinner 

Maria Roman, Erin Cruz, and Leo Ocampo presented the awards for the night including: Scholastic Achievement Patriot 
Award to Juan Godoy; Service and Commitment Patriot Award to Cody Ridenour and David Esquivel; Community Support 

Patriot Award to Don Cox; Guts, Glory and GOAT Awards to Briant Toon, Randall Kirkham, and Stephen Rhoads 

The graduating veterans were also recognized and were given their veterans ropes and stoles to be worn on graduation. 
This year’s graduating veterans were: Adrian Castillo, Juan Godoy, Randall Kirkham, and Amy Saavedra 

The night ended with the SALUTE Induction Ceremony, commemorating student veterans who qualified for the National 
Veterans Honors Society. This year 29 student veterans were inducted as new members  

Left to Right: Bill Henry, Juan Godoy, John Anthony, Adrian Castillo, Chris Roper, Edward Gallardo, Devon Donnahoe, Loi 
Cham, Cody Ridenour, Randall Kirkham, David Esquivel, Priscilla Petit, Leo Ocampo, Maria Roman, Elmer Aguilar, Erin Cruz 

Cody Ridenour signs his name into the SALUTE 
Log, making official his induction into the 

Veterans Honor Society 

Erin Cruz, director of Enrollment Services, 
congratulates Juan Godoy, a Patriot Award 

winner and graduating veteran 
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1st Annual Veterans Chili Cook Off  

1st Place  
Danielle Archer 
PC VRC Student 

Entry #4 

2nd Place  
Craig Britton 

PC Faculty & Coast Guard Vet 
Entry #3 

3rd Place  
Adrian Castillo 

PC Student & Navy Vet 
Entry #6 

The Student Veterans Organization held 
their First Annual Veterans Chili Cook 
Off earlier this semester in the Student 
Center Conference Room here at 
Porterville College. This was their first 
fundraiser of the year and is a part of 
their ongoing effort to raise money for 
their various camaraderie and group 
activities for veterans. About a dozen 
entries were submitted, including chilis 
made my PC student veterans, staff, 
and faculty. SVO President Cody 
Ridenour was very happy with the turn 
out. He said it was initially only going to 
be open to student veterans at PC, and 
he was very surprised when professors, 
counselors, and staff wanted to 
compete as well. Every single entry was 
unique and delicious in its own way: 
some were sweet and subtle, while 
others were hot and intense, literally 

causing people to sweat. The entries were anonymous and were judged by everyone who purchased a 
voting ticket for $4. The judges would walk down the line of chilis, getting a generous sample from each 
pot, and would submit their vote after trying them all. Competitors and participants had a great time at the 
cook off, the first of its kind here at PC, and are already planning and looking forward to the next one.  

Left to Right: Ana Ceballos, Jodie Logan, Diana Cabrera, 
and Sariena Barton enjoying their chili samples 
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VA in the VRC 

Edward Zepeda from the Central California VA Health Care system speaking to the PC student 
veterans on one of his monthly visits to the VRC  

In an effort to make sure student 

veterans are better connected to 

their benefits and available 

services, the VRC regularly invites 

representatives from various local 

Veterans Service Organizations to 

present and meet directly with 

students. Earlier this month, 

representatives from the Central 

California VA Health Care System 

paid the Veterans Resource Center 

a visit to discuss Health Care services available around Tulare County. VA Health Care Rep 

Jeremy Chapman was one of the presenters and said that despite being eligible for free health 

care through the VA, many veterans do not take advantage of these services because they are 

not aware they qualify. They spent the morning answering questions about the VA clinic and 

hospital in Fresno, and about the Veterans Choice program.  They were even able help student 

veterans register for MyHealth-E-Vet, a self-serve, online health care management program that 

gives veterans easier access to their benefits.  

Left to Right: Edward Zepeda, Shirley Lehman, and 
Jeremy Chapman 
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CALVIN at PC 

CALVIN (Citizens Assisting Local Veterans In Need), met earlier this semester in the 
Student Center Conference Room here at Porterville College. The group, made up of 
veterans and representatives from various local veterans services organizations, meets 
every month throughout Tulare County to discuss ways to better serve veterans. In 
attendance were representatives from CALVet, the Central California VA Health Care 
System, the Fresno Vet Center, the Family Health Care Network, as well as aides for State 
Assemblyman Devon Mathis and Congressman Kevin McCarthy, among others.  
Maria Roman, Porterville College Veterans Counselor, spoke about the ongoing projects on 
campus, including fundraisers for the Veterans Monument and recent federal grants that the 
college was awarded to improve veterans services.   

Maria Roman presents to CALVIN in the SCCR 

CALVIN in front of the nearly completed Veterans Monument at PC 
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Veterans Outreach 

Porterville College Veterans Resource Center staff attended the Veterans Opportunity outreach 
event earlier this semester at the Veterans Memorial Building in Tulare. Veterans Opportunity Day, a 
collaborative effort by the Tulare County Veterans Service Office and local organizations, provided 
veterans with information and access to services including, health care, housing assistance, 
employment, education, and notary and legal services. There were over 70 veterans service 
providers in attendance, including booths with free haircuts and clothing for interviews.  

The Family Health Care Network paid 

the VRC a visit earlier this semester and 

presented on health care programs and 

services available for veterans. Lessa 

Rojas, a Coast Guard veteran and 

graduate of Porterville College, spent the 

morning answering questions on passing 

out information  to student veterans. She 

said there are many services available to 

veterans and their families, but many are 

not aware they qualify. She hopes that 

with increased outreach and availability 

of new satellite locations, more veterans 

will begin to take advantage.  

Lessa Rojas from the Family Health Care Network and PC 
Student Veteran John Anthony 
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Support the Veterans Resource Center!  

There are many easy ways you can help the Porterville College veterans:  
 

 Make a donation at the business office  

 Drop by the Business Office in the AC building and let them know you’d like to make a 

donation to the Veteran’s Resource Center. Cash or check are all accepted.  

 Fill out a payroll donation form and donate a little each month 

 You can choose to have a little (or a lot) automatically deducted from your monthly 

earnings and donated directly to the Veterans Resource Center. Believe it or not, even 

a $2 or $5 monthly contribution can make a big difference in helping us provide 

materials and services to the veterans. Come to the VRC or the Business Office to pick 

up a donation form. It only takes a few seconds to fill out, and you can cancel any time.  

 Drop by the VRC and pitch in to our “Butt Can”  

 Originally used for cigarette butts in the Army, our big red Butt Can is where we collect 

small donations to purchase supplies for the VRC like snacks and water. Student 

veterans usually throw in whatever loose change they have in their pocket, you are 

welcome to come by and do the same!  

 Bring in snacks, drinks, water bottles, and other supplies to the VRC 

 We try to keep the VRC stocked with food and water bottles so the student veterans 

can drop in for a quick snack in between classes. Chips, granola bars, crackers, and 

donuts are favorites, but any snacks are welcome. If you have any leftover food or 

drinks from a big meeting or event, feel free to bring them by!  

 Make a donation or buy a brick for the Veterans Memorial  

 Construction for the Veterans Memorial at Porterville College is nearly finished, but 

 there is still time to purchase a brick for a veteran, come to the VRC for more info!    

 

Donations of any amount are greatly appreciated and are all tax deductible! 

Porterville College Veterans Resource Center  

100 East College Ave Porterville CA 93257 

pcvetcenter@portervillecollege.edu 

(559) 791-2222 


