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The spring semester brought in many new Veteran

students. Every semester the VRC staff works hard to

ensure new and returning students are welcomed and are

provided the tools and services they need to succeed in

their academic careers.

All of the VRC students were invited to a Welcome Back

Orientation where they enjoyed lunch, met new Veterans

and VRC staff.  To further ensure they were prepared for

class, the Veteran students were given backpacks full of

school supplies, a VRC t-shirt, and merchandise. The

orientation provided them with lots of information

which prepared them for their first day.
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A Message from the PC
President Regarding

COVID-19

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Impact on the
Veterans Resource Center 

On March 19, 2020, Governor Galvin Newsom
issued a stay at home order for all California
residents to slow the spread of COVID-19.

Porterville College President Dr. Claudia
Habib and her colleagues quickly sprung into
action and decided to extended the one week
spring break to prepare campus staff and
faculty to work from home. "I am so thrilled
with the diligent response of our faculty and
staff during this crisis. They are incredible
professionals in every way, and I am proud to
join them in ensuring that student success
remains our top priority!" -Dr. Claudia Habib

Pictured: VRC Counselor Maria Roman assisting students from home.

In light of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak, the VRC transition to online support services was
smooth, thanks to the help of the IT staff. The VRC staff adapted quickly to the transition and
ensured no student was left in the dark. Rachel the VRC program technician worked closely with
Maria Roman and the VRC student workers to reach out to all 95 VRC students. Students were
provided with online tools and services needed to complete the semester successfully.



Operation Lend a Hand

(OLAH)

Mission Statement
 “Collect and distribute items to the homeless population in and around Porterville that will ease

their burdens and provide hope for the future” 

Project Homeless Connect

Add a little bit of body text

Every year OLAH teams up with the Tulare Homeless Alliance to help with Project Homeless
Connect. The event connects those who are homeless or near homelessness with a wide variety of
immediate, on-site services and support for unmet needs in Porterville. Some of the services
include: child care, domestic violence, HIV testing, DMV IDs, legal, housing, veterans, lunches,
behavioral health, substance abuse, veterinary care, employment, medical, dental, eye care, and
family support services.

Point in Time

OLAH also participated in gathering information for Point in Time. The Point in Time (PIT) count
the number of people experiencing homelessness within Kings and Tulare Counties. Information
gathered through the PIT survey is used by the Alliance to better understand the issues associated
with homelessness, including causes of homelessness, service needs, the region’s unmet housing
needs, and trends over time of homelessness in the region. The 2020 PIT was held on the day after
Project Homeless Connection. 



Congratulations Class of 2020

Despite the challenges COVID-19
presented to this class, eighteen VRC
students successfully completed their
degrees. 

Class of 2020 you will not be
forgotten, this is the class that made
history. You may have not had a
traditional graduation but you can
rest assured you will live in history
forever. 

The VRC staff is proud of each and
every one of you.  Your journey may
have been tough but so are you. We
wish you the best of luck in your
future academic endeavors. Go
Pirates!

Congratulations Class of 2020!

DEVIN DONNAHOE
 
LUIS GOMEZ

NICOLAS SALINAS

NIKOLE ALVAREZ

CADY EDWARDS
  
SHAWN JARED
 
DANIEL MURGUIA
 
RAUDEL ORTIZ
  
CHRISTOPHER ROPER
  
REBECCA WARREN
  
STEVEN E LESLIE
  

STEPHANIE DUNCAN

BRITNEY R. MELSON

MASON BEARDSLEY
 

DALANIE BEARDSLEY
 

BROOKE LESLIE

ERIN WARD
  
BRANDON DODD
  

  
  

Veterans Dependents

VRC Graduates

Porterville College Drive-
Thru Celebration



Hi, I'm Luis Gomez I'm 30 years old and my major is social science. It's
been quite the journey, when I graduated from Porterville High School
and joined the U.S Army back in 2008 I never thought I would see
myself back here graduating at Porterville College years later. 

I've experienced so much since then. I'm the first in my family to join
the U.S Army, the first to go to college and now the first to graduate
college. All I can say is that I'm grateful for the strength and the little bit
of sanity I got left for getting me this far. Things could've turned out a
lot different but what can I say...I got lucky. 

I want to thank my mother Isela Gomez for enduring so much and
working hard everyday. I want to thank all my family and friends. I also
want to thank all my battle buddies who made it possible for me to be
here and graduate, Andrew Hand, Daniel Lim, Conrad Mora, Joseph
Bauer, Daniel Wade, Lorenzo Aguilar and any other servicemen and
servicewomen making the sacrifice and fighting over seas or here at
home. You're not forgotten. I leave you with this quote: "Live to learn so
that you may learn to live" Thank you, Go Pirates!!

In the Spot Light

I served in the Army for 7 years and got out with a 2-
year-old daughter. I began my education with Porterville
college when she was 3 months old. She is now 14. I know
it has taken me much longer than most to achieve my
degree however, the point is, perseverance and
dedication will ALWAYS pay off. 

My motivation has always been my daughter Anaiya. She
is my “why”. Thank you so much my love for always
believing in me. Thank you to my family and friends for
the encouragement and help along the way. Mom and
Dad, without you it would have been next to impossible.
Thank you, Nathan, for being an absolute rock for me
and Anaiya. I DID IT GUYS!!!!!! RN here I come! I love
you all and thank you from the bottom of my heart.

Rebecca Warren (ARMY)

Luis Gomez (ARMY)



Support the Veterans Resource Center

Make a donation at the business office

Fill out a payroll donation form and donate a little each month. You can choose to have a little
(or a lot) automatically deducted from your monthly earnings and donate directly to the VRC.
Believe it or not, even a $2 or $5 monthly contribution can make a big difference in helping us
provide materials and services to the veterans. Come to the VRC or the business office to pick
up a donation form. It only takes a few seconds to fill out, and you can cancel at any time.

Drop by the VRC and pitch in to our "Butt Can" Originally used for cigarette butts in the
Military, our big red Butt Can is where we collect small donations to purchase supplies for the
VRC like snacks and water. Student veterans usually throw in whatever loose change they have
in their pocket, you are welcome to come by and do the same!

Bring in snacks, drinks, water bottles, and other supplies to the VRC. We try to keep the VRC
stocked with food and water bottles so the student veterans can drop in for a quick snack in
between classes. Chips, granola bars, crackers, and donuts are favorites, but any snacks are
welcome. If you have any leftover food or drinks from a big meeting or event, feel free to
bring them by!

Purchase a brick for the Veterans Memorial Bricks are still for sale for the Veterans Memorial
at Porterville College. It's a great way to show how much you appreciate a veterans sacrifice.
Come to the VRC for more info!

Due to COVID-19 only online donations will be accepted
 Click here to donate

https://www.portervillecollegefoundation.org/donate.html
Please indicate VRC in the message.

There are a few easy ways you can help the Porterville College Veterans:

Stop by the business office in the AC building and let them know you'd like to make a donation
to the VRC. Cash or check are accepted.

Donations of any amount are greatly appreciated and are all tax deductible! 

Porterville College Veterans Resource Center 
100 East College Ave Porterville CA 93257 pcvetcenter@portervillecollege.edu (559) 791-2222


