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Fall Semester  

Events &  

Announcements! 

The 2016 Student Veterans 

Just two years ago, the Veterans Resource 

Center first opened its doors and welcomed all 

the student veterans here at Porterville College. 

The VRC has been through some changes in that 

short time,  but it is still proudly working towards 

the same mission and goals that  it began with.  

There are over 100 student veterans this se-

mester here at Porterville College. This includes 

students from the Army, Navy, Marines, Air 

Force, Coast Guard, and the Reserves. They 

have been stationed all over the world including 

Vietnam, Korea, Iraq, Afghanistan, Japan, Brazil, 

Australia, and Somalia, and are now back in Por-

terville eager to continue learning and further 

their education.  

Adjusting from the battlefield to the classroom 

can be difficult, especially for veterans who have 

not stepped foot in  school in years. The transi-

tion becomes a little easier when there is a place 

on campus that allows student veterans to come 

together and share their everyday struggles and 

experiences that come with life back in the civil-

ian world.  

Despite coming from different backgrounds 

and assignments, it’s not difficult for the student 

veterans to connect over their shared history in 

the military and their current educational goals.  

It is not unusual to walk into the VRC and find 

yourself in the middle of a discussion about every-

thing from military life and politics to steaks and 

hot sauce. While these discussions can some-

times get a little heated (especially  when talking 

about grilling), they provide an overall sense of 

comradery and belonging that helps the veterans 

feel welcome and engaged at the college. 

As the VRC enters its third year and as we ap-

proach Veterans Day, we as a community must 

remind ourselves of the hard work and sacrifices 

our veterans have made, and must continue to 

show them our support and gratitude as they 

move on from one objective to the next.   

 

Fall Update 

“SometimeS Small triumphS 

and large hearts change the 

courSe of hiStory.”  
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Meet the Veterans 

Matt McCallister - VA Work Study Veterans Assistant  
I joined the United States Army right after I graduated from high school 

in 2006.  I was 16 and a half at the time and because of my age I had to 

get my parents to sign a waiver.  I went to Basic Training in Fort Leonard 

Wood, Missouri.  After Basic Training my company transferred directly 

into A.I.T (Advanced Individual Training).  My job was to be a Combat 

Engineer (12B). I graduated from A.I.T early November of 2006 and 

went directly to my first duty station at Fort Hood Texas.  I was assigned 

to 4th Infantry 1st Brigade 66th Armor Regiment Easy Co.  I was then 

assigned to be a M2 Bradley Infantry Fighting Vehicle operator.  In March 2008 my unit along 

with myself loaded up all our equipment to head off to Baghdad, Iraq, in support of Operation 

Iraqi Freedom which eventually ended up turning into Operation Enduring Freedom.  We re-

turned home to Fort Hood Texas around July 2009.  I then transferred duty stations and ended 

up at Fort Irwin, California. I got out of the Army in 2011 and started doing odd jobs eventually 

ended up at Porterville College where I am now pursuing a BA in Administration of Justice. 

 

Randy Kirkham  

I joined the Army on September 7, 1989 at 20 years of age and complet-

ed Basic Training at Fort Dix, NJ. I then went straight to the Military Intel-

ligence School in Fort Devens, MA as I trained for my Military Occupa-

tional Specialty (MOS) as a Cryptologic Linguist. After I completed my 

MOS training and obtained my TS/SCI security clearance, I was then 

assigned to my first duty assignment in the 732nd Ml BN on Schofield 

Barracks in Oahu, HI, worked at Field Station Kunia, and worked side by 

side with the Navy, Air Force and Marine Corps intelligence community. 

While stationed at Schofield Barracks I completed Air Assault school and decided to reenlist for 

six more years in 1993 and make the Army my career. I then completed Airborne school in Fort 

Benning, GA before heading to my second duty assignment in 5th Special Forces Group at 

Fort Campbell, KY as a Special Operations Team Alpha team member. While in Fort Campbell 

I completed Armorer school and the Communication Identification Methodology course to fur-

ther my career path. My next three assignments sent me to South Korea, Hawaii, and Arizona 

where I worked an an armorer and taught at the Military Intelligence School. I am now attend-

ing Porterville College, while utilizing my GI Bill benefits in pursuit of obtaining a BA in Infor-

mation Systems. I plan to work for the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs in the future.  
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Another great Veterans Health and Resource Fair!   

Student Veteran Matt McCallister works the PC table at this 

year’s Veterans Health and Resource Fair at the Elks Lodge. 

There were over 200 veterans in attendance this year, includ-

ing many past and current PC veterans. 

Monty Moore and Scholarship Winner Carl Mendez  

Student Veteran Carl Mendez  was in complete surprise after 

being awarded the Veterans Scholarship, sponsored by Monty 

Moore. Monty visited the VRC to meet with Carl, who discussed 

his military background and educational goals. Monty is a veter-

an himself and worked at Porterville College for several years.  

C.A.L.V.I.N. pays the VRC a visit 

Porterville College hosted a meeting for C.A.L.V.I.N. (Citizens 

Assisting Local Veterans In Need), a county-wide group de-

voted to supporting veterans, and of course they couldn’t 

leave without first checking out the Veterans Resource Cen-

ter and speaking to some of the student veterans. 

VRC News 



Page 4 of 6 

 

PC Vets help welcome Operation Battlefield Veterans 

Veterans Justin Bond and John Cook made a stop in Porter-

ville during their cross-country “Operation Battlefield” trip, 

and the VRC Vets and PC staff were there to make  sure they 

got a great welcome. Bond and Cook rode along the west 

coast from Canada to the border of Mexico on their zoom 

chairs to raise money for Our Heroes’ Dreams, a non-profit 

organization aimed at helping veterans accomplish their 

dreams.  

Support the Veterans Memorial at PC!  

Donations are still being accepted for the Veteran’s Memorial 

being built here at Porterville College. You can either make a 

donation and get your name on the memorial plaque, or you 

can purchase a brick for a solder with their name, branch, 

and service date engraved. Stop by the VRC for more info.  

The Veterans Wall keeps on growing!  

It began with just a few photos of student veterans , but 

now the Veterans Wall at the VRC has grown and is almost 

completely covered. More and more photos are added each 

day but there’s still plenty of room for our future student 

veterans.   

VRC News 
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Veteran’s Week Events 

Vietnam Veteran’s Panel  

November 9th 11:30 AM - 12:30 PM & 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM in the PC Theater 
Join us on Wednesday for two panels held by Veterans of the Vietnam war. All are invit-

ed, admission is free, and no parking permit will be required. Extra credit tickets will be 

available for students. “Sock fundraiser” will be held afterwards to raise money for the 

Veteran’s Resource Center. 

Porterville College Salutes Our Veterans 2016  

November 10th 11:00AM-1:00PM West Quad 
Join us on Thursday for a day of remembrance and reflection on the West Quad outside 

the Veterans Resource Center. Guest veteran motivational speaker will be presenting, 

and the National Anthem will be performed. Lunch will be provided.  

Spaghetti Dinner  

November 12th at the PC Cafeteria  
Come enjoy a delicious spaghetti dinner and help support the Veteran’s Memorial that 

will be built here at our very own Porterville College.  

Veteran’s Day Parade 

November 11th 9:30AM on Main Street  
Come check out the Student Veterans Organization’s float entry as we hope to take first 

place in this years parade. Fun fact: Porterville has one of the longest running Veteran’s 

Day Parade traditions in the US!  
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Support the Veterans Resource Center!  

There are many easy ways you can help the Porterville College veterans:  
 

 Make a donation at the business office  

 Drop by the Business Office in the AC building and let them know you’d like to make a 

donation to the Veteran’s Resource Center. Cash, card, or check, are all accepted.  

 

 Fill out a payroll donation form and donate a little each month 

 You can choose to have a little (or a lot) automatically deducted from your monthly 

earnings and donated directly to the Veterans Resource Center. Believe it or not, even 

a $2 or $5 monthly contribution can make a big difference in helping us provide materi-

als and services to the veterans. Come to the VRC or the Business Office to pick up a 

donation form. It only takes a few seconds to fill out, and you can cancel any time.  

 

 Drop by the VRC and pitch in to our “Butt Can”  

 Originally used for cigarette butts in the Army, our big red Butt Can is where we collect 

small donations to purchase supplies for the VRC like snacks and water. Student veter-

ans usually throw in whatever loose change they have in their pocket, you are welcome 

to come by and do the same!  

 

 Bring in snacks, drinks, water bottles, and other supplies to the VRC 

 We try to keep the VRC stocked with food and water bottles so the student veterans 

can drop in for a quick snack in between classes. Chips, granola bars, crackers, and 

donuts are favorites, but any snacks are welcome. If you have any leftover food or 

drinks from a big meeting or event, feel free to bring them by!  

 

Donations of any amount are greatly appreciated and are all tax deductible! 

  

  


