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PC Quick Hits
• On Tuesday, Oct. 30, a 

High School Counselor and 
Principal Retreat was held 
in the Student Center Con-
ference Room. Twenty-five 
principals, deans, counsel-
ors and assistant superin-
tendents from Porterville 
Unified and Burton school 
districts, as well as several 
PC employees, attended 
the event. The multiple 
measures assessment 
and placement approach, 
Assembly Bill 705, dual 
enrollment, Assembly Bill 
540 and many other topics 
were discussed.

• On Tuesday, Nov. 6, a 
luncheon was held for PC’s 
CARE (Cooperative Agen-
cies Resources for Educa-
tion) students and students 
who use the Child Devel-
opment Center, as well as 
their children. Twenty-six 
parents and 23 children 
attended the event. Each 
family received a perish-
able food bag, each child 
was given a gift bag and 
each adult received a per-
sonal care kit.

• On Tuesday, Nov. 
13, the children from the 
Child Development Center 
presented a jar full of coins 
and dollar bills to the Vet-
erans Resource Center. The 
children had been raising 
the money since the begin-
ning of the Fall semester. 
The money will be used 
to cover the cost of two 
Mike’s Passes, which are 
free parking passes given 
to all student veterans their 
first semester of enroll-
ment at PC.

Breakout Season

PC Softball’s 
Ramos Named

All-American

Story on Page 2

PC hosted the Kern Community College District Board of Trustees’ regu-
larly scheduled meeting Thursday, Oct. 11, in the theater. A luncheon for 
the board members was held in the Student Center Conference Room 
before the meeting. During the luncheon, second-year PC student Linda 
Tejeda played the viola for a few minutes for everyone in the room.

KCCD Board Meeting

Dig Pink Volleyball Game

Wednesday, Oct. 24, was Dig Pink night for the PC volleyball team, 
which hosted Reedley College in a Central Valley Conference matchup. 
All the players wore pink in support of the stage IV breast cancer com-
munity. Throughout the night, donations were collected for the Ameri-
can Cancer Society as well. Each year, hundreds of teams across the 
country, and even some overseas, participate in Dig Pink.
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Ramos, a Monache Graduate, in Elite Company 
Porterville College softball star 

Chelsea Ramos spent most of the 
2018 season making headlines.

On Mon-
day, May 7, 
the 18-year-
old made 
history.

Thirteen 
days after 
the Pirates 
wrapped up 
their 2018 
campaign 
with back-
to-back wins 
over West Hills College Coal-
inga, Ramos was named to the 
2018 National Fastpitch Coaches 
Association (NFCA) Cal JC All-
American team, making her the 
first PC athlete in recent history 
to be honored as an All-American. 
Only 19 other players from across 
California received All-American 
honors.

“I was trying to think back if 
we’ve had an All-American be-
fore because we’ve had some 

who have been named to the 
All-State and All-NorCal teams, 
but I can’t find that we’ve had an 
All-American before, so she’s our 
first,” PC softball coach Vickie 
Dugan told The Porterville Re-
corder. “So obviously that makes 
us very proud. It’s good for the 
college and it’s good for our 
program.” 

So what made the NFCA give 
Ramos, a Monache High School 
graduate, the All-American nod? 
Her numbers tell you everything 
you need to know.

A third-baseman who batted 
third in the lineup, Ramos’ .630 
on-base percentage was tops in 
California and she had the third-
best batting average (.564) in 
the state. She also ranked third 
in California in triples (seven), 
fourth in slugging percent-
age (1.051), and ninth in both 
hits (66) and runs scored (51). 
And just for good measure, she 
smacked nine home runs. She 
was incredibly disciplined at the 
plate, too, striking out just six 

times in 138 plate appearances.
“It’s a great honor to receive 

this All-American award,” said 
Ramos, who also had All-North-
ern California and first-team All-
Central Valley Conference honors 
bestowed upon her.

So how did she accomplish 
the feat of all feats? From the 
All-American herself: “I show up 
every day and play like it’s my 
last practice or my last game. A 
big part of it is being able to be 
coachable and just having fun 
with my team in general.”

It clearly proved to be a win-
ning formula. 

Now, as Ramos looks ahead to 
the 2019 season at PC, four-year 
universities are already look-
ing at her. Ramos said coaches 
from the University of Texas at 
Arlington, Utah Valley University 
and a couple other schools have 
contacted her. If her 2019 season 
is anything like 2018, coaches at 
many other colleges are bound 
to be picking up their phones.

Ramos

Porterville College 
hosted a Veterans Ap-
preciation Week Nov. 
7-14 to honor all veter-
ans.

Four events took 
place over the course of 
the week.

On Wednesday, Nov. 
7, Veterans Appreciation 
Week honorary guest 
speaker Oz Sanchez 
gave an hour-long pre-
sentation in the theater 
to kick off the week’s 
activities. Sanchez is liv-
ing proof that tragedies 
that seems insurmount-
able and sadness that 
seems inescapable can 
be conquered with hope, 
perseverance and a shift-
ing of the mind.

After serving for near-

ly six years in the U.S. 
Marine Corps, Sanchez’s 
life was forever changed 
when he was involved in 
a hit-and-run motorcycle 
accident. He was thrown 
from his motorcycle and 
landed in a ditch on a 
pile of rocks. His spinal 
cord was more than half 
severed. Doctors told 
him he’d never walk 
again. A decade-long 
depression seized him.

Then, something 
incredible happened. 
Sanchez began to see 
things from a different 
lens. He no longer saw 
his circumstances as a 
tragedy but as an oppor-
tunity. He discovered the 

sport of handcycling and began 
to train as hard as anyone could. 
Today, he’s a six-time Paralym-
pic Games medalist (two golds, 
one silver and three bronze) and 
a seven-time world champion. 
He’s busy preparing for the 2020 
Paralympic Games in Tokyo and 
is months away from receiving a 
master’s degree in marriage and 
family therapy from San Diego 
State University.

And, he proved the doctors 
wrong. About 40 minutes into his 
presentation, he stood up from 
his wheelchair and began to walk. 
Those in attendance clapped and 
cheered loudly. 

“The accident is truly the best 

thing that has ever happened to 
me,” Sanchez told the crowd. “It’s 
allowed me to grow so much. I ap-
preciate life so much more now.”

The next day, the third annual 
PC Salutes Our Veterans event 
took place in the quad. More than 
100 people attended the event, 
which featured the presentation 
of colors by American Legion Post 
20, the national anthem sung by 
the PC choir, the Pledge of Alle-
giance, and several guest speak-
ers. Cole Karr and Monica Martin 
from Congressman Kevin McCar-
thy’s office, Rogelio Caudillo from 
Senator Andy Vidak’s office and 
Rachel Ray from Assemblyman 
Devon Mathis’ office were in atten-
dance. Fourteen tables containing 
information on various support 
services available to veterans were 
also set up.

On Tuesday, Nov. 13, a lunch-
and-learn workshop titled “Give 
More: The Value of Community 
Service for Returning Veterans” 
was held in the Student Center 
Conference Room (SCCR). The 
workshop was presented by Vir-
ginia Osborne, a licensed clinical 
social worker who holds a Mas-
ter of Social Work degree, and 
focused on the many benefits of 
volunteer service for those transi-
tioning from the military to civilian 
life.

To round out the week’s activi-
ties, a variety of movies and docu-
mentaries on World War I, World 
War II and other significant battles 
in American history were shown in 
the SCCR. Ribbons were displayed 
around campus throughout the 
week as well.

Oz Sanchez speaks Wednesday, Nov. 7, in the the-
ater as part of Veterans Appreciation Week.

VETERANS
Continued From Page 2

Members of Porter-
ville College’s Student 
Veterans Organization 
(SVO) were awarded the 
sweepstakes trophy for 
their float in the 100th 
annual Porterville Vet-
erans Day Parade on 
Monday, Nov. 12.

Winning the top prize 
out of more than 100 
entries also came with 
a check for $500, which 
will be used to support 
veterans activities on 
campus.

The parade theme 
was “Armistice Day” in 
recognition of the 100th 
anniversary of the end 
of World War I. In keep-
ing with the theme, PC’s 
float featured a 12-foot-
by-8-foot American flag, 
a cemetery representing 
the one written about 
in the famous World 
War I poem “In Flanders 
Fields,” two large post-
ers with symbols per-
taining to the end of the 
war and several hundred 
oversized red poppies, 

which were put together 
by SVO president Cody 
Ridenour and PC stu-
dent veteran Steve Cha, 
with help from several 
other PC students and 
employees. Eric Bailly, 
Dick Gerber, Richard 

Osborne and Maria 
Roman assembled the 
float the day before the 
parade and the final 
decorating was com-
pleted the next morn-
ing before the parade 
began. Those who road 

on the float during the 
parade included cur-
rent and past student 
veterans, dependents of 
veterans and veterans 
who, for various rea-
sons, are considered to 
be “friends of PC.”

PC’s Student Veterans Capture Top Prize at Veterans Day Parade

PC’s Student Veterans Organization captured the sweepstakes trophy at the 
100th annual Porterville Veterans Day Parade on Monday, Nov. 12.
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