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Celebrating Excellence and Academic Achievement
April 26, 2019
Smiles and applause filled the Porterville College
Gymnasium during the 50th Annual Academic
Scholarship and Awards Ceremony held on
Friday, April 26, 2019.
The event serves as one of the core functions
for the Porterville College Foundation and
its success can be attributed to matching
campaigns for scholarship endowments, the
weekly Swap Meet; with proceeds supporting
scholarships and significant contributions from
donors, alumni, faculty and staff that have
invested in the advancement of Porterville
College students.
Scholarships were awarded to 109 continuing
and transfer students who received 154 individual
scholarships from 102 community donors.
The financial investment into educational
advancement totaling $170,700.00. Scholarship
awards ranged from $250.00 to $6,000.00 with
the largest scholarships awarded from the John
Reid Memorial Scholarship and W.P. Bartlett
Trust Scholarship. In addition, the Porterville
College Foundation will be awarding forty (40),
$1,000.00 PC First scholarships to local high
school students attending Porterville College
for the first time this fall.
Over 330 scholarship applications were submitted
in October 2018 and the Porterville College
Campus Scholarship Committee, comprised of

Pictured above is a full Porterville College gym of
attendees of the Academic Scholarship & Awards
Ceremony
faculty and staff, completed a rigorous scoring
and review process cross-referencing donor
criteria for each scholarship. Top students were
rewarded for their academic rigor, campus and
community involvement. The Porterville College
Foundation is already looking to the 2020-2021
school year and encourages the community to
consider a gift to the foundation in support of
student scholarships.
For more information, please contact the
Foundation Office (559) 791-2308 or
(559) 791-2319.

Upcoming PC Events
May 2nd - The Lisa Project
8:00 am - 5:00 pm • SCCR

May 10th - Commencement
7:30 pm • Jamison Stadium

May 4th - 10th - Finals Week

May 10th - Spring 2019 Semester Ends

May 9th - RN Pinning Ceremony
7:30 pm - 9:00 pm • Jamison Stadium

May 21st - Psych Tech Pinning Ceremony
7:30 pm - 9:00 pm • Jamison Stadium

May 27th - Memorial Day Holiday - Campus Closed
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Anthro Club to Manzanar

Pictured above PC Anthro Club students, with
Anthro Club advisor and Anthropology Professor
Robert Simpkins (far right), stand at the memorial
marker within the former cemetery at Manzanar.
The memorial was constructed in 1943 by internee
and stone mason Ryozo Kado, and reads ‘I Rei To’,
or ‘soul consoling tower’.

April 6, 2019
The Anthropology Club made the 4-hour journey to
Manzanar National Historic Site for a tour with Cultural
Resource Manager Jeff Burton - who was also PC’s
‘Distinguished Speaker in Anthropology’ and gave
CHAP’s March 1st presentation on Manzanar. The club
explored the interpretive center and Mr. Burton took
us on a walking tour of the reconstructed barracks and
mess hall, cemetery, orchards, and garden ponds built by
the Japanese-American population interred at the site
from 1942 to 1945, when over 10,000 people of Japanese
ancestry were forcibly relocated to Manzanar under
Executive Order 9066 issued by President Franklin
Delano Roosevelt after the Japanese attack on Pearl
Harbor. The club is gratelful to Jeff Burton, Patricia
Biggs, and the entire staff at Manzanar for the experience
and opportunity to learn about this important story in
American history, while enjoying the beautiful scenery of
the Eastern Sierras and Owens Valley.

Pictured right Manzanar Cultural Resource Manager
and archaeologist Jeff Burton explains one of the
garden ponds he and other staff and volunteers
have excavated and restored at Manzanar, using a
combination of archaeological evidence, old
photographs, and the memories of the survivors
and their stories.

UC San Diego Professor Inspires Students with
CHAP Lecture on Education and Social Networks
April 12, 2019
The final event of the CHAP
program this year with the theme
of ‘Connections: Ideas, People,
Places’ was also one of the best
and most meaningful for those in
attendance. UC San Diego Professor
of Education Studies and Director
of the Joint Educational Leadership
doctoral program, Dr. Alan J. Daly,
visited PC to give an inspiring
talk about the importance of our
social relationships in shaping our
success. Based on his years of
research studying social networks
(students and faculty/staff) in
public schools and other educational
institutions, his talk titled ‘Better
Together: Understanding the Role
of Relationships in Educational
Change’ used example of relationships,
from a short history of Porterville’s
public education, his own personal
story from poor roots to being a
university professor, the

connections among tree roots
and other plants underground
(the so-called ‘Wood Wide
Web’), Lincoln’s ‘team of rivals’,
ecological ‘edge zones’, to the
importance of colleagues
across educational institutions
to communicate and trust each
other - and in doing so achieve
greater success than institutions
whose employees are more
isolated or mistrusting - Dr. Daly’s
passion for learning and sharing
captivated the student audience.
Among the comments after the
event, one student said, “this was
definitely the most interesting of
all of the events this semester.”
Another commented, “This chap
event opened my eyes. I know
that to keep growing I need to
actually want to grow and
communicate with others.” And
one stated, “I liked his emphasis
on there being strength in
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differences. This presentation was
really awesome, and I felt really
inspired and positive afterwards.”
After the talk, Dr. Daly signed
some copies of his book, Social
Network Theory and Educational
Change, available at the campus
bookstore. The PC faculty and
staff are encouraged to look up
his research described there and
on his academia.edu page (http://
ucsd.academia.edu/AlanDaly) to
learn more about the important
insights he shared that night.
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Porterville College President Finalists
April 30, 2019
Kern Community College District (KCCD) Chancellor
Thomas Burke is pleased to announce that after a
nationwide search, two finalists will move forward
in the Porterville College President search process.
“The community forums provide an opportunity for

students, staff and community members to meet
and hear from the final candidates”, stated Tonya
Davis, Vice Chancellor of Human Resources for
KCCD.

Claudia Lourido-Habib
Dr. Lourido-Habib currently serves as Vice President of Madera and Oakhurst
Community College Centers in Madera, California. She has been a tenured faculty
member in Architecture/CADD and has served as Academic Senate President and
Interim Dean of Instruction (Fine, Performing and Communication Arts) at Fresno
City College and Interim Dean of Instruction (Ag/Natural Resources, Manufacturing
and Business) and Vice President (Student Services) at Reedley College. She earned
a bachelor’s degree in Interior Design from CSU-Fresno, a master’s degree in Instructional
Technology from National University, and holds an Ed.D. in Education and Leadership
from CSU-Fresno.
Dr. Lourido-Habib’s background includes leading and preparing accreditation documentation, researching and recommending academic and non-academic staffing
needs, and leading efforts to increase enrollment. She has also provided leadership
for student-focused endeavors such as Athletics, Financial Aid, Counseling, Tutorial
Services, and Student Activities.

Ulises D. Velasco
Mr. Velasco is a community college professional who currently serves as Vice President
of Student Services at Mendocino College in Ukiah, California. Prior to this position,
he served as Interim Dean of Student Services and Director of Financial Aid, also
at Mendocino College, and as Assistant Director of Scholarship Services at Arizona
State University. He earned an A.A. in Liberal Studies from Santa Monica College, a
B.A. in History from Columbia University (NY), and a Master of Public Administration from Arizona State University. He is currently pursuing an Ed.D. in Organizational Change and Leadership from the University of Southern California.
Mr. Velasco’s experience includes student services administration, financial aid,
student affairs, and student equity. He has also served on accreditation and negotiation
teams, as well as conducted performance evaluations for management, faculty, and
staff.

Porterville College 7th Annual Job Fair
April 24, 2019
Every year Porterville College has offered priority of
entrance to Veterans and their families at 9:00am
and opens to the public at 9:30am. It is a tradition
we want to keep alive to show thanks to those that
served our country.

community members, and local businesses. We look
forward to keeping the event an annual thing and are
grateful for the support of our local community.

This year over 500 job seekers attended this event
where 52 organizations set up with over 800 job
opportunities available. Job seekers had the opportunity
to do mock interviews, receive resume assistance, and
complete job applications on the spot. Fashion Network
also collaborated with PC to display mannequins show
casing interview dress etiquette.
Every year this event has a great turn out, we are
thankful to provide this opportunity to our students,

Pictured above job seekers took advantage of
possible jobs at the PC Job Fair
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Historic season for Pirates continues, PC gets postseason bid
April 27, 2019
For the first time in over 20 years, Porterville College
has qualified for the California Community College
Athletic Association (CCCAA) Northern California
Regional Playoffs. On Saturday, the Pirates were
named the No. 14 seed for the postseason tournament
and will travel to face No. 3 San Joaquin Delta College
in a three-game playoff series that is set to begin on
Friday, May 3.
It has been a historic season for Porterville and longtime head coach Vickie Dugan. The Pirates are surging
into the playoffs after closing the regular season with
a 24-14 overall while finishing in fourth place in the
highly-competitive Central Valley Conference at 12-9.
PC was one of four CVC teams (Sequoias, Fresno
City, Reedley) to reach the postseason.
The Pirates slugged their way to a winning record,
outscoring their opponents by a 239-160 margin.
PC’s 32 homeruns are tied for third-most in the state
this season.
Leading the way is freshman first baseman Kuea
Angilau. The first-team All-Central Valley Conference
selection has smashed 13 home runs while hitting
.462 (48-for-104) with a .942 slugging percentage.
Her 46 RBI and 32 runs also led the Pirates.
Filling the void offensively for injured All-American
Chelsea Ramos this season has been freshman third
baseman Annisa Gomez. She enters the postseason
with a .405 batting average with 7 home runs and 43
RBI. Gomez has totaled 45 hits, including 11 doubles.
In the circle for the Pirates, sophomores Alexis Rodriguez and Ashley Eyraud have split duties. In 20
starts, Rodriguez is 12-7 this season with a 3.02 ERA.
She has pitched 139 innings so far and has tossed 16
complete games. Eyraud started 22 games and went
10-7 with a 3.37 ERA. She’s thrown 108 innings and
has went the distance in 10 contests.

Pictured above is Vickie Dugan and softball players
making its first playoff appearance under head coach
Vickie Dugan
San Joaquin Delta was co-champions of the Big 8
Conference with a 19-2 record and enters the postseason with an impressive 32-5 overall mark. The
Mustangs have won six straight games, including
eight of their last 10. Knocking off Delta in Stockton
will be a tall order for the Pirates as the Mustangs are
14-2 at home this season.
Delta has outscored its opponents 264-70 this season. Their offense is led by freshman Mikaela Ferreira.
She’s hitting .544 on the year with 11 home runs and
44 RBI. Even more impressive is that Ferreira has yet
to strike out this season in 153 plate appearances.
Sophomore Delaney Pamplin has handled the majority
of innings in the circle for the Mustangs. In 23 starts,
she’s compiled a 23-4 record and a 1.20 ERA. She’s
pitched 186 innings with 21 complete games. Freshman
Jenna Nauta has also had success, going 9-0 with a
2.33 ERA over 11 starts.
The winner of the best two-out-of-three series advances to Round 2 of the Northern California Regional
Playoffs on May 10. Teams are battling for a spot in
the CCCAA State Championship, set for May 16-19 in
Bakersfield.

The Lisa Project Hosted Awareness of Child Abuse

The PC Update is put together by Felisa Hannah and Dolores Meurer
they can be reached at felisa.hannah@portervillecollege.edu or 791-2316
and dolores.meurer@portervillecollege.edu or 791-2239
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