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Porterville College Mission:
With students as our focus, Porterville College provides our local and diverse communities
an excellent educational experience that fosters intellectual curiosity and growth, lifelong
learning, and prepares our students for personal and academic success.
In support of our values and philosophy, Porterville College will:
• Provide quality academic programs to all students who are capable of
benefiting from community college instruction.
• Provide comprehensive support services to help students achieve their
personal, vocational and academic potential.
• Prepare students for transfer and success at four-year institutions.
• Provide courses and training to prepare students for employment or to enhance skills within their current careers.
• Provide developmental education to students who need to enhance their knowledge and understanding of basic skills.
• Recognize student achievement through awarding degrees, certificates, grants, and scholarships.
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Fast Track Early College Purpose
The purpose of the Early College Program is to support the residents of the City of Porterville, its surrounding communities, and the
County of Tulare to:
• Have a career-ready workforce
• Provide a roadmap to attain further education beyond high school
• Support children and families
• Support industries and businesses
Therefore, the Early College program will provide high school students with the opportunity to:
• Earn college credit while also meeting high school graduation requirements
• Get a head start on college education and career readiness
• Provide a seamless transition into college and career options
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Objectives
•
•
•
•
•
•

Produce a mechanism for planning, development, and implementation for education, vocational, and industry needs.
Bring together K-12 and college partners to identify and determine how to best serve current and future student needs by
recognizing education and industry standards/expectations.
Reduce the length of time it takes for a student to obtain their educational and/or career goals.
Establish early access to community college and to applicable coursework that is transferable to CSU and/or UC.
Bridge the communication gap between secondary and post-secondary education.
Bridge the educational gap between secondary and post-secondary education.

Desired Outcomes (Benefits)
Early College brings many benefits to students, families, schools, communities, and businesses/industries. Through this effort, we
can work together to support students (and their families) to be successful. In doing so, we can offer a program that will: a) save
time, b) save money, c) build and strengthen the partnership between high schools and college, d) increase student options and
success.
Therefore, the benefits to students and families may include but not limited to:
• Ease of transition between high school and college
• Early college & career preparation and readiness
• Reassurance on the value of high school education (& to graduate)
• Motivation to pursue college
• Exploration of various education/college and career fields including multiple entry and exit points
• Exploration of career options and opportunities
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Earning College Credit Options
Concurrent
Enrollment
Dual
Enrollment

Credit By
Exam

College
Credit
High school students can earn college credit through several methods. Students can use any or all of the methods below to attain
college units.
Dual Enrollment
• Porterville College course taught on the high school campus during the regular school hours. The instructor is a
qualified high school teacher who meets college teaching requirements and will serve as an adjunct faculty member.
• A college class taught on the high school campus where the instructor is a college faculty member (offered during the
regular school hours).
Concurrent Enrollment
• High School student takes college course(s) on the Porterville College campus, online, and/or afterschool on the high
school site.
Articulation/Credit-By-Exam
• Credit through an articulated Career Technical Education (CTE) course can be earned through a credit-by-exam
process. The college faculty can determine what the “exam” may be for the purpose of assessing knowledge for the
identified class. This can include but is not limited to a combination of: tests, papers, projects, essays, etc., or it can be
only one of these elements. The faculty may decide to count the assignments, tests, projects, etc. for the identified
high school class for assessment of knowledge & skills for this “exam” purpose. The discretion is with the college
discipline faculty. The student must get an “A” or “B” in the course, and an “A”, “B”, or “C” on the final “exam”. All
grades are recommended to Porterville College by the instructor of the course. It is through Porterville College’s
discretion that college credit is awarded and put on the student’s college transcripts.
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Admissions & Records Requirements

All high school students intending to take dual/concurrent enrollment courses must first complete the PC application (online)
New forms are required for each semester
The student completes the High School Certification Dual/Concurrent Form with assistance from the High School Guidance
Counselor
A Guidance Counselor confirms the class and CRN number on the form
The student will take the form home for parent review/signatures
The student returns the form to the Guidance Office for thorough review
The High School Guidance Office confirms administrative approval/signatures and attaches the high school transcript to the form
(required) – please staple transcript to form
A high school representative returns original documents to the Admissions and Records Office at Porterville College in person so
we can review and discuss issues prior to leaving (Separate by course selection)
No fax or scanned copies accepted (Original documents only)
The high school must meet appropriate deadlines prior to college census deadline (Typically the 3rd Monday of the new semester)
Internal Porterville College Admissions and Records Office Process
Review High School Certification Dual/Concurrent Form for accuracy
If the form is incomplete or missing signatures, Admissions staff contacts the high school
Review the high school transcript
Clear any holds if necessary, usually this is a residency issue
Check for prerequisite completion (If required)
If a prerequisite is required and the student has not met the prerequisite, Admissions will not enroll the student and they will
contact the high school
If the form is complete and the student meets all requirements, Admissions will register the student in Banner
The dual teaching faculty/instructor can then print an updated roster once all students are registered for their class
All forms must be enrolled by census (Typically the 3rd Monday of the new semester)
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High School Student Process & Information

1. High School Counselor: The high school student interested in taking dual/concurrent enrollment classes offered on the high
school site must meet with the designated high school counselor to discuss interests, goals, and intentions.
2. PC Application: The high school student must complete the online application for admission to Porterville College (PC). The
entire application must be completed in order to receive a PC ID number. The high school counselor can provide assistance if
needed. Link to the online application https://www.portervillecollege.edu/node/4114
3. Placement Assessment: Take the Porterville College placement assessment.
4. Determine Courses: In consultation with the high school counselor and based on student interests, goals, and intentions,
determine the college courses you will be taking as a dual/enrollment course on the high school site.
5. HS Certification Form: With assistance from the high school counselor, complete the High School Certification Form. This form
requires:
• the signature from a high school principal/designee and parent/legal guardian
• information on college course to be taken, PC ID #, GPA,
• Home address & phone number
Link to the form
https://www.portervillecollege.edu/sites/portervillecollege.edu/files/PC_HighSchoolDualorConcurrentEnrollment%20(form).pdf
The completed High School Certification Form must be submitted to the high school counselor
6. Transcripts: Attach high school transcripts with the completed/signed HS Certification Form
7. Submission: The completed & signed High School Certification Form & transcripts will be submitted to Porterville College by the
high school.
8. Orientation: Make arrangements to take the Porterville College Orientation
Notes:
• Depending on the course and placement level results, students may or may not be able to enroll in the dual enrollment college
course
• Students who do not meet the English placement level may have an opportunity to participate in the JumpStart/English Challenge
Exam Option.
• The High School Certification Form must be completed every semester for continued enrollment in dual/concurrent classes on the
high school site.
• The high school student must have a grade point average (GPA) minimum of 2.0.
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Porterville College Contacts:
Sam Aunai, Vice President of Academic Affairs
Email: sam.aunai@portervillecollege.edu
Phone: (559) 791-2307
Kailani Knutson, Dean of Instruction (College Point of Contact)
Email: kknutson@portervillecollege.edu
Phone: (559) 791-2294
Erin Cruz, Director of Enrollment (College Point of Contact, Admissions)
Email: ecruz@portervillecollege.edu
Phone: (559) 791-2332
Tamara Smee, Career & Technical Education Program Manager (Articulation & CATEMA)
Email: tamara.smee@portervillecollege.edu
Phone: (559) 791-2299
Andrea Anaya, Admissions & Records Technician (Enrollment, Registration, etc.)
Email: aanaya@portervillecollege.edu
Phone: (559) 791-2402
Dr. Joel Wiens, Faculty Liaison for Dual/Concurrent Instructors
Email: jwiens@portervillecollege.edu
Phone: (559) 791-2288
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