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Large Crowd
Gathers for
PC Veterans
Monument
Dedication
Ceremony

A crowd of approximately 150 gathered for the dedication ceremony.

Heroes Welcome

Attendees take a close look at the honor bricks.

Three years after an
idea was born and five
days before Memorial
Day 2018, the Porterville College Veterans Monument was
officially dedicated
Wednesday, May 23,
before a crowd of approximately 150.
The open-air monument features two
large granite pedestals
perched atop a wavy
brick bench. One of
the pedestals contains
the words “Dedicated
to all veterans who
served and sacrificed
to preserve our freedom” while the other
is inlaid with six brass
plaques commemorating the six branches of
service. A flagpole is
situated between the
pedestals. A circular,
foundational centerpiece constructed
using 4-inch-by-8-inch
“honor bricks” is recessed into the ground
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near the flagpole and
pedestals. Each brick
is laser-engraved with
a veteran’s name and
his or her military
branch and dates of
service. Some of the
bricks feature a star,
which indicates that
the veteran was also a
PC student. The monument is located between the Academic
Center and ScienceMathematics buildings
immediately to the
east – a prominent,
heavily trafficked area
on campus.
The idea for the
monument was first
proposed in July 2015
by Steve Schultz, a
U.S. Army veteran
himself who at the
time was the coordinator for and a counselor
in PC’s Veterans Resource Center. Schultz
said his inspiration for
the monument came
while touring several

California community
colleges during the
planning phases of the
VRC.
“I noticed something that every single
one of those campuses had in addition
to a veterans resource
center, and that was a
monument or memorial of some sort recognizing and honoring
their veterans,” Schultz
said.
And so Schultz,
along with former
PC President Rosa
Carlson and other PC
staff, Kern Community
College District construction and facilities
planning staff, the Porterville Noon Rotary
Club’s then-presidentelect Greg Meister and
local architect Dennis
Townsend, went to
work. Spaghetti feeds,
takeout meals, 10K and
5K runs, and other activities were organized
to raise funds for the
monument. A drawing
for the monument was
finalized in October

2016 and a groundbreaking ceremony
was held nine months
later.
“There are a lot of
men who died so we
could be free. They’re
the ones who took the
bullets so we could be
here today. I wanted to
honor them,” 85-yearold U.S. Army veteran
Richard Rodriguez,
who was a mortar
gunner during the
Korean War, said when
asked why he decided
to attend the dedication ceremony.
Ted Daniel, 72, who
served in the U.S. Air
Force from 1966 to
1969, attended the
event for the same
reason. “I just think
it’s great to honor our
veterans,” said Daniel,
who also attended PC
from 1963 to 1965.
For his last duty,
Daniel was a crew
chief for the four-star
general in charge of
the North American
Air Defense Command.
At the time, there were

only 12 four-star generals in the Air Force.
Daniel grew up in
Ducor.
Schultz’s words
toward the end of his
speech perhaps best
captured the sentiment of the day.
“Some people
spend an entire lifetime wondering if they
made a difference in
the world. But veterans don’t have that
problem,” he said.
“So ladies and gentlemen, as you look at
the bricks before you
today, you will see a
collective group of
individuals who made
a difference in this
world.”
Those who have
questions about purchasing an honor
brick or sponsoring a
bench near the monument can call the PC
Foundation office at
791-2319 or 791-2308.
Emails can also be
sent to pcfoundation@
portervillecollege.edu.

PC’s S.M.A.R.T. Lab Camps Underway
It’s Wednesday,
June 13. What’s on today’s agenda? Making
slime, building racecars, performing dissections, using microscopes and learning all
about the wonderful –
and sometimes messy
– world of science.
That can mean only
one thing: Porterville
College’s always-popular Science, Math-

ematics and Resources
Technology Lab camps
for students grades
4-6 are underway.
The S.M.A.R.T. Lab
camps give students
an opportunity to
perform a variety of
life, earth, and physical
science module experiments and projects.
They also learn about
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Students make a substance called oobleck.
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current and static electricity, chemical reactions, rockets, magnets
and more.
The first two camps
took place June 11-14
and June 25-28. The
last three are scheduled for July 9-12, July
23-26 and Aug. 6-9. All
five filled up almost as
quickly as the registration forms were made
available.
“It’s a field trip that
comes to them,” PC
Foundation employee
and S.M.A.R.T. Lab
Director Denise Goodman said. “The kids
enjoy it. It’s a lot of
fun.”
For 9-year-old Ashlynn Connelley, making
slime was the most
fun.
“It was really soft
but kind of hard to

Lab, which is made
possible by generous
sponsors such as the
PC Foundation, Tulare
County Office of Education, Kern Community College District,
Edison International
and Bank of the Sierra,
serves between 10,000
and 11,000 students on
an annual basis.
So why does Goodman, who’s been the
S.M.A.R.T. Lab director
Students see what happens when Mentos and soda interact. since 2001, do what
she does?
stretch at the same
fun,” said Diaz, 11, who
“I think these young
time,” said Connelley, a will be entering sixth
students need a basic
soon-to-be fifth-gradgrade at Summit Char- concept of science.
er at Santa Fe Elemen- ter Collegiate AcadIt can’t just be comtary School.
emy in the fall.
puter science,” she
The “soda exploThe PC Foundasaid. “They’ll be able
sion,” which occurred
tion has provided the
to code airplanes and
when the students
S.M.A.R.T. Lab program everything, I’m sure.
dropped Mentos mints and camps for nearly
But they still need to
into a plastic liter of
20 years. Each year,
be able to use a misoda, was Jose Diaz’s
Goodman takes the
croscope, mix some
favorite activity.
lab – a 44-foot-long
things and make some
“I just really like
trailer – to various
things explode. Plus,
science. All the exschools across Tulare
they have a lot of fun
periments are a lot of
County. The S.M.A.R.T.
doing it.”

Junior Pirates Clinic More Than Just Basketball

A player goes up for a layup.

Porterville College men’s basketball
coach Rob Haynes
and his players are all
about giving.
That was evident
at the Junior Pirates
Summer Elite Skills
Clinic, which took
place June 11-13 in the
PC gym for boys and
girls grades 7-12.
Over the course of
the three-day clinic,
Haynes and the PC
team gave the youngsters a slew of new
skills they can use
on and off the court.
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There were, of course,
the basketball skills:
dribbling, passing,
shooting, offensive
and defensive techniques, strengthening
each player’s weak
hand and so forth.
Then there were the
life skills: the importance of working hard
and respecting one
another.
This was the first
camp for players
grades 7-12. A separate camp for students
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grades K-6 has been a staple at
PC for 15 years and counting.
The latter camp will take place
in July.
“A lot of junior-college
programs don’t do camps like
this, but we do it for the kids,”
Haynes said. “Seeing the kids
develop and have a good time
is a really good feeling.”
On the last day of the camp,
the youngsters got to scrimmage for a few minutes against
their elders. Sure, the PC players took it easy on the younger
ones for the most part. But every now and again, a PC player
would complete an unthinkable
pass, bury a long 3-pointer or

slam home a dunk, which had
the boys and girls oohing and
ahhing and looking at one another in disbelief.
“As long as they have fun
and continually get better,
that’s what it’s all about,” said
PC guard Elijah Cardenas,
who was named freshman of
the year at PC’s Academic &
Athletic Achievement Awards
ceremony in May.
Ian Queenan, 14, a soon-tobe freshman at Monache High
School, said he not only had
fun but learned a lot in the
process.
“If you work with players
who are older and better than
you, you can always improve,”
Queenan said. “It was really fun
hanging out with the PC play-

ers and learning from them.”
Here’s where the story gets
even better: Once the camp
had ended, many of the boys
and girls asked the PC players for autographs and if they
could have individual pictures taken with them. So yes,
Haynes and his team gave the
kids new basketball skills and
helped them improve their
game, but they also gave them
memories.
“In a small town, these college athletes right here are
probably the closest thing to a
professional athlete these kids
can get to,” Hanes said. “Getting autographs, taking individual pictures – those are moments they can take with them
for the rest of their lives.”

20-Year-Old Tile in Cafeteria Replaced
Before

After

The tile in Porterville College’s cafeteria has been replaced to match the tile in the Student Center conference room
(SCCR). The cafeteria tile was 20 years old. The project consisted of removing the old tile, installing a vapor barrier,
leveling the surface, installing the new tile and applying six coats of finish. The project started May 21 and was completed
June 15. The SCCR tile was replaced last winter.

The PC Update is put together by Alex Schultz, PC’s communications and marketing
manager. He can be reached at alex.schultz@portervillecollege.edu or 791-2209.
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