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Graduation 2019, Hallmark Event for Porterville College
May 10, 2019
Porterville College Commencement has been a hallmark
event for all community members for nearly 90 years.
This year we celebrated the highest number of eligible
graduates to obtain a degree in our College’s history.
The College celebrated its 92nd Commencement
Ceremony on Friday, May 10, 2019. Out of a total
of 425 students who received associate degrees or
certificates or who will be transferring on to further
education, 369 participated in the ceremony. There
were 5 high school students who graduated with an
associate degree from Summit Charter Collegiate
Academy.
The commencement ceremony celebrated PC
graduates who have developed invaluable knowledge,
skills, and values that prepare them to be productive
participants in the global community. Education is
one of the most powerful tools we have to improve
the society in which we live. Graduates are now
charged with looking at life through different
perspectives, to serve as leaders in the community,
and to continue their education either through
earning advanced degrees or expanding upon life
experiences.

Pictured right:
President Bill Henry
speaks to graduates
on his last graduation
here at Porterville
College

Upcoming PC Events
June 10 - Summer Instruction Begins

July 4 - Campus Closed

June 11 - South County Collaborative Meetings
3:00 pm - 4:30 pm • SCCR

July 8 - 2nd Session of Smart Lab begins
8:00 am - 12:00 pm

June 17 - Dance Classes begin
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm • SCCR

July 9 - 21st Century Employability Skills Workshop
2:00 pm - 3:00 pm • Computer Commons A

June 24 - 1st Session of Smart Lab begins
8:00 am - 12:00 pm

July 18 - Summer Instruction Ends

June 26 - Exploring Career Education
11:30 am - 12:30 pm • Computer Commons A
June 26 - Orientation
4:00 pm - 5:00 pm • Computer Commons A
July 1 - Work-Life Balance Workshop
4:30 pm - 5:30 pm • Computer Commons A

July 18 - Resume & Interview Strategies Workshop
1:00 pm - 2:00 pm • Computer Commons A
July 22 - 3rd Session of Smart Lab begins
8:00 am - 12:00 pm
July 22, 23, 25, 29, 30, 31, August 1 Porterville Writing Academy
8:30 am - 4:00 pm
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Anthropology Club on the Move

April 26, 2019
The Anthropology Club paid a visit to the Porterville
Historical Museum - a place many students have
either never been to, or not since they were children.
With the help of the museum docents and curator
Sheila Pickrell, the club learned all about the history
of Porterville - and for those who were also enrolled
in the Introduction to Archaeology course taught by
club advisor, Professsor Robert Simpkins, it was a
chance to complete their paper assignment by writing
about the tour and selecting their favorite objects
for discussion. The museum is always looking for
student help, so stop by and volunteer - or just see
what’s new!

May 11, 2019
The day after Commencement, the Anthropology
Club held its own ‘Graduation Celebration’, in which
those students in the club graduating received an
additional ‘Certificate of Meaningfulness’ from club
advisor, Professor Robert Simpkins.
This year’s graduates, Melanie Donnahoe, Cathy
Christensen, and Alex Juan de Dios, experienced the
special graduation rite of passage performed by Professor
Simpkins with the club’s ‘gibbon gavel’ (used by the
Club President during club meetings). The other club
members wrote messages in the certificate folders to
help them remember their time together at PC as the
graduates move onto to new schools and adventures.

Classified
Appreciation Lunch

May 23, 2019
The College celebrated our Classified teams on campus
with an appreciation lunch. Classified employees
at Porterville College are the backbone of our daily
work, build connections, and inspire lives.
There was an opportunity to eat a great lunch, play
games, win prizes, a time to mingle, and have fun.

PC Mapping
Workshop

May 2019
A faculty Pirate Maps Mapping workgroup met during
the month of May to review feedback collected from
the spring 2019 mapping activities.
There were 4 faculty, 1 administration, 1 Student Services,
and 2 student groups who participated in the mapping
activities. The Pirate Maps Mapping workgroup will
present 2 to 3 major cluster proposals during August
FLEX 2019.
The proposals will be emailed the week before. On
FLEX day individuals will have an opportunity to
share their thoughts and concerns. Kudos to the
group for working on this project over the summer.
PC dedication and its best.
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KCCD announces next Porterville College President
May 31, 2019
Chancellor Thomas Burke of the Kern Community
College District is pleased to announce the next
Porterville College President, Dr. Claudia LouridoHabib. “Dr. Lourido-Habib comes to us with extensive
experience that will ensure that Porterville College
continues the outstanding work focused on improved

student outcomes,” Burke says.
The announcement comes after a successful
nationwide search process which included several
excellent candidates, on-campus forums, and
several rounds of interviews.

Claudia Lourido-Habib
Dr. Lourido-Habib comes to Porterville College after serving as Vice President of
Madera and Oakhurst Community College Centers in Madera, California. She has
been a tenured faculty member in Architecture/CADD and has served as Academic
Senate President and Interim Dean of Instruction (Fine, Performing and Communication
Arts) at Fresno City College and Interim Dean of Instruction (Ag/Natural Resources,
Manufacturing and Business) and Vice President (Student Services) at Reedley College. She earned a bachelor’s degree in Interior Design from CSU Fresno, a master’s
degree in Instructional Technology from National University, and holds an Ed.D. in
Education and Leadership from CSU-Fresno.
Dr. Lourido-Habib has extensive experience in leading and preparing accreditation
documentation, researching and recommending academic and non-academic staffing
needs, and leading efforts to increase enrollment. She has also provided leadership
for student-focused endeavors such as Athletics, Financial Aid, Counseling, Tutorial
Services, and Student Activities. Dr. Lourido-Habib has been active in many community organizations, such as
the Madera COMPACT Board, Rotary Club, Chamber of Commerce, and Workforce Investment Board. Services,
and Student Activities.
Future Goals
“Dr. Lourido-Habib will be a leader who can build a successful future for Porterville College based on the traditions and stability of the past in combination with innovation and forward-thinking strategies that will benefit current and future students, faculty and staff, and the entire Porterville community,” says Chancellor Burke.
Porterville College has provided a variety of programs and services to meet the needs and interests of
students and community members for more than 90 years. The school offers seven degree and certificate
programs, plus non-credit community education courses to provide vocational training, professional
development, and recreational enjoyment to members of the community.
Chancellor Burke will officially recommend Dr. Lourido-Habib to the KCCD Governing Board at their meeting
on June 13. Her first day at Porterville College will be July 8.

The 22nd of Every Month is Buddy Check Day
May 22, 2019
A friendly reminder that every 22nd of each month is
Buddy Check Day.
If you have a Buddy Check 22 shirt, please wear it!
If you don’t have one, we have them for sale at $10.
Please pay at the Business Office and bring receipt to
the VRC in AC116.
What is Buddy Check 22? Nationwide statistics show that on average 22 veterans commit suicide every day.
As part of an effort to stem the tide of veteran suicide, the Porterville College Student Veterans Organization,
since the Fall 2014 semester, has adopted the “Buddy Check 22” nationwide effort and is calling on all
Porterville College employees to join them in this movement.
Here’s how it works: On the 22nd of every month, check up on a veteran and ask, “How are you doing?”
Nothing more than that. You can call a veteran, email, or even post a comment on Facebook. “Buddy Check
22” is a simple effort that can have a profound effect on the life of a veteran.
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Congratulations DaMorea Green!
May 23, 2019
DaMorea Green signing his LOI to Greenville University back
from a significant injury is challenging but coming back from
a compound fracture is whole different ball game. Good luck
to him.

Working on the New
Gym Floor

Mental Health
Conference

May 2019

May 1, 2019

The demolition on the gym floor continues with the
removal of the existing floor and replacing it with
a new floor to include a new flex system. A new PA
system was also installed prior to the removal of the
old floor.

In honor of Mental Health Awareness Month, Porterville
College, in collaboration with Tulare County Health
& Human Services Agency (TCHHSA), Tulare County
Office of Education (TCOE), Porterville Unified
School District (PUSD) and Burton School District
(BSD) hosted a K-14 Mental Health Conference
entitled, “Hidden in Plain Sight: Serving the Unseen”.

In addition to the gym floor remodel, new tile floor
was installed in coaches’ row and extended into the
women’s and men’s locker room entrance. New carpet floor was also installed in the coaches’
office within the gym. Now both coaches’ row and
the coaches’ office are complete.
The Terrazzo floor in the gym foyer and gym
restrooms were reconditioned and polished.
Finally, Fitness Room 744 will also be sanded and
reconditioned as part of this project.
This project is running within budget and on time
with an estimated completion date of mid-August.

There were over 130 people in attendance for the
conference. Nationally renowned Keynote Speaker,
Donna Beegle spoke on the “Culture of Poverty”.
The event featured breakout sessions such as:
Alcohol & Other Drugs presented by TCHHSA, The
Commercially Exploited presented by TCHHSA
LGBTQ & Mental Health presented by The Source,
Suicide Prevention & Intervention presented by the
Tulare/Kings County Suicide Task Force, and Court
Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) presented a
foster youth panel to close the conference.

The PC Update is put together by Felisa Hannah and Dolores Meurer
they can be reached at felisa.hannah@portervillecollege.edu or 791-2316
and dolores.meurer@portervillecollege.edu or 791-2239
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