
PC Recieves Reaffirmation of Accreditation Status

Upcoming PC Events
Dates Event Time/location

February 10 to February 13 CLUB RUSH Campus Quad 
10:30am - 3:00pm

February 12 Workshop: Financial Aid for Transfer Students CT-1303 
1:00pm - 2:00pm

February 12 Reception for Artist Paul Buxman PC Art Gallery 
5:00pm - 7:00pm

February 14 Lincoln Day Holiday CAMPUS CLOSED

February 17 Washington Day Holiday CAMPUS CLOSED

February 20 Degree Evaluation Petition due to Admissions  
Office for Summer/Fall 2020
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After a successful series of Peer Reviews held in 
October 2018 and September 2019, Porterville College 
has completed the necessary accreditation process to 
receive reaffirmation of it’s accreditation status by The 
Accrediting Commission for Community and Junior 
Colleges (ACCJC).

As stated in a letter from the ACCJC, “The Commission 
finds that Porterville College has addressed the 
compliance requirements, corrected deficiencies, and 
meets Standards II.A.2 and Commission Policy on 
Distance Education and Correspondence.”

The ACCJC is recognized by the U.S. Department 
of Education as a reliable authority on the quality of 
education offered by the institutions that it accredits, 
in keeping with the Higher Education Act of 1965. It 
evaluates all public and private associate degree-
producing colleges in the western region, including 
California, Hawaii and the Pacific Islands. It is the 
accrediting agency for all 115 community colleges in 
California.

Accreditation is crucial for an institution of higher 
education because it provides quality assurance to the 
public, allows for transfer of credits between colleges 
and universities, and allows institutions to be eligible 
for federal financial aid.

“The ACCJC met in January and I am very pleased to 
report that PC received the letter of reaffirmation for 
the rest of the cycle (five years) last week.” Said Dr. 
Claudia Habib, President of Porterville College.

The purpose of this review was to determine whether 
the College has appropriately responded to the issues 
as identified by the peer review team at the time of the 
last visit and as expressed in the Commission’s Action 
Letter of January 25, 2019.

The Commission acted to Reaffirm Accreditation for 
the remainder of the cycle. The Commission finds 
that Porterville College has addressed the compliance 
requirements, corrected deficiencies, and meets 
Standards II.A.2 and Commission Policy on Distance 
Education and Correspondence Education. 

The institution’s next comprehensive review will occur 
in the fall term of 2025.

“On behalf of the Commission, I wish to express 
appreciation for the diligent work and thoughtful 
reflection that Porterville College undertook to respond 
to these requirements. These efforts confirm that peer 
review can well serve the multiple constituencies of 
higher education by both ensuring and encouraging 
institutional quality and effectiveness.” Said Dr. Richard 
Winn, President of ACCJC.



Keeping PC Beautiful

UPDATE

The Porterville College Art Gallery presents “The Paintings of Paul Buxman” 
from February 10th to the 27th.  Paul Buxman’s works, painted with highly 
saturated colors, reveal the beauty of the rural landscape of the San Joaquin 
Valley. 

Buxman grew up on a small farm in the heart of the San Joaquin Valley at the 
foot of Smith Mountain which rises singularly like an island from the valley 
floor. 

Buxman left the farm to study impressionist painting in Illinois.  He then 
returned to California to teach and principal a small mountain school while 
teaching figure painting at the Fresno Art Museum.  In 1980 he devoted 
himself to full-time painting and farming.  Two years later his son, Wyeth, 
developed leukemia which sent Buxman on an environmental quest to clean 
up the San Joaquin Valley’s rapidly deteriorating water, soil and air quality.  
He pioneered clean farming techniques which led to many sustainable 
practices used today.  He was the first person honored by the EPA for such 
work.  He went on to champion farm land and farm family preservation.  His 
artwork became his illustrative voice.  It hangs today in our nation’s Capital 
as “a reminder to our leaders of what we must preserve.”

Paul Buxman’s work as an environmentalist and artist has been documented 
by National Geographic, American, Canadian and Australian Public 
Broadcasting, Bill Moyers, and California Heartland.   He has lectured, taught 

and shown his work throughout much of the western United States in universities and museums.

“It is easy to miss the beauty of the San Joaquin Valley when you live in the middle of it.  The summer 
heat and the haze can be stifling and the fight to hold on to a small family farm can possess almost 
every thought.  But when the last peach has been picked and the last grapes hauled in, fall finally comes.  
Shadows lengthen, temperatures cool, and there is once again time to reflect and be thankful for this great 
valley we call home.  It’s time again to gather the visual harvest.” – Paul Buxman

Art Gallery Highlights Work of Farmer/Pioneer.

A lot of hard work and preparation goes 
into getting the campus ready for a new 
semester.  Thank you to our staff for all of 
the very hard work put into making sure 
PC’s grounds and facilities are in top shape 
for the return of our students! 

by Professor James Entz



Gerred Link has been named Interim 
Athletic Director for PC. The former 
Moorpark College men’s basketball 
head coach replaces Interim Dean of 
Instruction Joe Cascio who formerly 
held the position.

Link comes to Porterville after serving 
as head coach of the men’s basketball 

program at Moorpark College for the past six years 
(2014-19).

“I would like to thank Dr. Claudia Habib for the 
opportunity to work at Porterville College,” said 
Link. “She is a great leader and I am excited to grow 
under her mentorship. The staff and faculty have 
been overly nice and supportive through this change, 
especially my predecessor Joe Cascio. Without him, 
this transition would be much more difficult.”

Link himself is a former CCCAA student-athlete, 
having played a season of basketball and tennis at 
Grossmont College as well as a year of baseball at 
Los Angeles Pierce College. 

Michelle Miller-Galaz has been named 
Interim Dean of Instruction at PC.  

She has been with KCCD as the Director 
of Grants and Resources since 2017. 

She earned her Doctor of Education 
in Curriculum, Teaching, Leadership 
and Learning from Northeastern 

University, Boston MA. and she conducted her 
qualitative research on the effects of social capital 
on non-traditional age Hispanic male persistence at 
Porterville College. 

In addition, she earned a Master’s in Business 
Administration from University of Phoenix and a B.S. 
in Psychology from Cameron University, Lawton OK. 

Michelle has worked for over 9 years in higher 
education as the Director of Grants and Resources for 
Pierce College District in Lakewood, Washington and 
a researcher for the Social Development Research 
Group at the University of Washington, Seattle. 
She has taught several courses at Pierce College 
and is currently an instructor in the Criminal Justice 
department at the University of Phoenix.  

New Faces at PC

UPDATE

Welcome 
Back 

Students!
Spring Semester is 
off to a great start 

at PC.  Here are 
some highlights 

from our welcome 
back week.

PC Pirates Food Pantry
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Allied Health 
Building Project 
Reaches Milestone
Great News!  The State Finance 
Department has approved the 
plans for the The New Allied 
Health Building. The project 
can now move forward to 
the working drawings phase.  
Thank you to eveyone involved 
in this process!

Artist Rendering of the Proposed Allied Health Building



Porterville College welcomed a new Vice 
President of Instruction at the beginning 
of January. 

Thad Russell began his higher education 
career teaching ten years at Manhattan 
Technical College (KS) following twelve 
successful years in the private sector as an 
Information Technology professional.

Passionate about the success of students, 
Thad joined the administrative staff at 
Dodge City Community College in 2011, 
first as Dean of Technology and Distance 

Education, then as Vice President for 
Academic Affairs. In the summer of 2015, 
Thad and his family moved to California 
and assumed the role of Dean of Career 
Technical Education and Workforce 
Development at College of the Sequoias 
in Visalia, California. His goal is to explore 
and implement innovative teaching and 
learning strategies that result in increased 
student success.
                                                                                                                  
Dr. Russell earned his Bachelor’s degree in 
Technical Education from Pittsburg State 
University, his Master of Science degree in 
Education from Kansas State University 
and a Doctorate in Community College 
Leadership at the Roueche Graduate 
Center, National American University. 

His wife, Kelly, is the Director of Financial 
Aid and Scholarships at Fresno State 
University. 

UPDATE

Join us 
on Social Media!
Have you liked or followed 
our social media pages 
yet?  We want to see how 
you spend your time on 
campus, so be sure to like 
and follow us! Use the 
hashtag #PClife to show us 
how you spend your time 
on campus!

@PCollegePirates

@PortervilleCollege

PortervilleCollege

PC Athlete Signs 
with Texas A&M 
at Commerce

Softball team first baseman and multi-sport player 
Kuea Angilau has signed a full-ride scholarship to 
play softball at Texas A&M University at Commerce.
  
Kuea, or Kiki as she is known by her teammates, is 
excited to begin playing in Texas, where she will be 
near her brother, who plays for the University of Texas.  
“My brother plays in Texas, for UT and I wanted to get 
somewhere closer.  Coach reached out to teams over 
there and it’s a go!”, said Angilau.

“It was a total honor and privilege to coach Kiki.  
She’s not only a great softball player, but just an 
outstanding person.” Added PC Head Softball Coach 
Vickie Dugan. 

Angilau added, “I definitely owe everything to my 
coaches.  They have rounded me into the woman 
that I am and that I’m becoming.  There’s not really a 
lot of female coaches coaching female sports and I’m 
gifted to have two of the strongest females around in 
my life.”

“I’ve had a lot of good hitters,” said coach Dugan, “but 
I have never had a hitter who can hit the ball as far as 
Kiki can.  We’ve had them hit it over the scoreboard, 
into the frontage road, but we’ve never had anyone 
hit it clear into highway 190! Right now, she stands at 
the top of the best long ball hitter I have ever had.”

Good luck Kuea!

Dr. Thad 
Russell:
Vice President 
of Instruction

Kuea Angilau


