
PC President Dr. Claudia Habib hosted 
a dinner to highlight Fresno State’s 
Integrated Teacher Education Program 
and the strong partnership between the 
schools that make it a reality.

The Fresno State Integrated Teacher 
Education Program, or ITEP, was 
developed to address a shortage of 
teachers in Tulare and other counties.  
Since its inception, it has become the 
largest program of its kind in the California 
State University System.  Both the size 
of the program, and it’s proximity to the 
Porterville area, provide huge benefits to 
the students of Porterville College.  

With the ITEP accelerated program, 
developed by Fresno State’s Kremen 
School, students attending Porterville 
College, College of the Sequoias, and 
West Hills College, can attend classes 
for two years, and then transfer to the 
Fresno State Satellite Campus at COS 
to study for two more years and obtain 
their B.A. in Liberal Arts and a teaching 
credential through Fresno State.

“The current class from the ITEP program 
have already begun student teaching as 
they are finishing their last semesters. 

These teachers are homegrown, and 
are already teaching in Tulare County,” 
said Laura Whitehouse, Director of 
Development for the Kremen School.

The dinner was held at Porterville College 
to increase the visibility of the program 
and to raise awareness and scholarship 
funding to provide resources for the 
aspiring teachers in the program.

Fresno State President Joseph Castro, 
joined administrators from the Kremen 
School of Education and Human 
Development, and the Fresno State 
Campus to introduce the ITEP program 
to Dr. Habib, and other local school and 
community leaders.

Castro spoke about Fresno State’s 
continued commitment to supporting 
Porterville and the South Valley. He 
discussed the dramatic increase of 
students transferring to Fresno State.  
In the last five years there has been an 
increase in transfers from Porterville of 
70%. 

Dr. Habib is a graduate of Fresno State, 
along with her husband Ghassane, 
and their two sons. She expressed her 

excitement in hosting Castro and his 
team at PC.

“Our students do a lot of hard work, 
despite all the challenges they face. Over 
1,000 degrees were given to the last 
graduating class, which was the largest 
ever,” she said, “Forty percent of transfer 
students are going to Fresno State.”  She 
continued, “I want to thank President 
Castro for being bold. I welcome this 
partnership.”

Laura Whitehouse spoke about how 
preparing future teachers involves 
everyone. “We are all in this together. 
Quality teachers affect all the children,” 
she said.

“We are clearly making great progress 
together,” said Castro. 

Desiree Vargas, a teacher, ITEP student, 
and former PC student, ended the 
evening by speaking about the difficulties 
of going to school while caring for her 
four children. She said, “This program has 
been a blessing for me.” She spoke about 
having teaching curriculum overlap, and 
she can incorporate her lessons into the 
classroom. 

Fresno State President visits PC to highlight ITEP programs 

Upcoming PC Events
Dates Event Time/location

November 14 Fresno Pacific Enrollment Express 1:00pm-7:00pm, SCCR

November 18 Exploring Career & Technical Education 3:00pm-4:00pm, Computer Commons A

November 20 Confront Test Anxiety 12:00pm-1:00pm, Computer Commons A

November 21 New Student Orientation 10:00am-11:00am, Computer Commons A

November 25 FREE Food Distribution: Neighborhood Mkt. 10:00am, PC Stadium Parking Lot

November 27 Open Registration Begins for Spring 2020 Open for New and Returning Students
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President Habib hosts Fresno State President Joseph Castro



PC Salutes Our Veterans
On Thursday, November 7th, PC and the Veteran’s Resource 
Center celebrated our veterans with a luncheon and resource 
fair on the PC Campus.  Vice President of Instruction, Dr. 
Gregory South, delivered the welcome address on behalf of 
President Habib, who was at a conference, to a large group 
of Veterans and their families.  Director of Student Services, 
Erin Cruz, served as the master of ceremonies for the event. 

Many organizations that provide services and programs 
were in attendance to provide support to the event as well. 
After the ceremony, the veterans in attendance were asked 
to sign a special poster created by the PC Staff to honor 
them.  The sign will be displayed in different locations on 
campus  throughout the year.  The event concluded with 
lunch for the attendees and a resource fair.  

Congratulations to PC Director of Enrollment Services, 
Erin Cruz, for recently being recognized by the California 
Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office for her years of 
work with Foster Youth seeking a continuing education.  
Our pride and thanks go to Erin for her wonderful work 
that laid the foundation for programs like NextUp to serve 
our Foster Youth with support and services.

UPDATE
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On November 8th, colleges and universities across the 
country celebrated the success of first-generation college 
students, faculty, and staff on their campuses.  Many hosted 
celebrations featuring the success of these First Gen 
Students.

At Porterville College, more than 50 First Generation College 
students assembled near the PC library and held banners 
celebrating National First-Generation College Student Day.

The PC Student Services Department provided coffee 
and pastries to students, while First Generation Students, 
administrators, and students signed a banner and wrote 
thank you notes to the people who helped them achieve 
their goals and an education.

This celebration for students who were the first to attend 
college from their families was started in 2017. Due to the 

overwhelming success in 2017 and 2018, the celebration is 
now an annual event across the country.  This was the first 
year at Porterville College.

PC President Claudia Habib said, “At Porterville College 62 
percent of our students are First Gen, so we join in celebrating 
National First-Generation Day. As a first-generation college 
student, I can attest to the power of higher education 
in transforming lives and increasing opportunities for 
socioeconomic upper mobility.”

Roger Perez, PC Marketing and Communications Manager, 
said, “We are excited to celebrate first-generation students 
in particular because they are so close to the core of our 
mission to provide educational opportunities to those who 
wouldn’t otherwise have the resources or support to get an 
education or continue with their education.”

PC Honors First-Generation students

PC First Generation Students, Faculty & Staff



Over 300 people were in attendance 
to celebrate 50 years of Extended 
Opportunity Programs and Services 
at Porterville College.  This milestone 
anniversary was celebrated by 
remembering the past but looking 
forward to the future of the program.  

While the night featured historical 
information and stories from past 
students and administrators, current 
EOPS Program Director Diane 
Thompson also made a point to talk 
about current and future students 
who will benefit from the program.  It 
is these students, and their success, 

that remains at the heart of everything 
the program staff does to this day.  

EOPS was founded in 1969 as a direct 
result of the civil rights activities and 
social unrest of the 1960’s. Senator Al 
Alquist, authored Assembly Bill 164, 
which allocated state funds to create 
EOPS in the California Community 
College system.  Porterville College 
was on board with this program from 
the beginning.

The night continued as a multitude 
of dignitaries, including many former 
and current PC EOPS students, joined 
in celebration of this life changing 
program.

Porterville College President Dr. 
Claudia Habib received proclamations 
in honor of this achievement from 
California Assemblyman Devon 
Mathis and the Office of Senator 
Shannon Grove.

Director of Student Services and 
current EOPS Director, Diane 
Thompson talked about the history 
of EOPS and its impact on Porterville 
and Porterville College. Dancers 
from Ballet Folklórico Orgullo 
Mexicano performed in beautiful and 
fantastically adourned costumes.  the 
Porterville College Choir, led by choir 
director and PC faculty Sarah Rector, 
delivered a stunning performance 
which included the PC Alma Mater.

PC President Dr. Claudia Habib shared 
her special connection to the program. 
She spoke to those in attendance 
about her early struggles with finding 
opportunities in community college. 
Then she was directed to the EOPS 

office by a kind woman. She said, 
“EOPS gave me an English dictionary, 
and a support system.”

Milt Stowe, former Porterville Mayor, 
current City Council member, 2017 
Person of the Year, EOPS Alumnus, 
and Hall of Fame Inductee, spoke of 
his time in the program.

“When you have an opportunity you 
need to take advantage of it. PC and 
EOPS gave me hope,” said Stowe.
Current EOPS student Jessie Romero 
spoke about being in the program, 
and what it means to him after 
overcoming a life full of struggles, 
including addiction.

A video was shown, to close out the 
presentation, in which former EOPS 
Director and current City Council 
Member Virgina Gurrola spoke about 
the early days of the program. She 
became involved with the program 
in 1976, and was program director for 
over 25 years.

“This program has helped so many 
students lives, and their education. It 
provided opportunities for students 
who are first generation and 
underrepresented to succeed. This 
program is truly a success story for 
students.” Said Gurrolla.

In the video, many students also 
spoke about how EOPS helped them 
get ahead with their education, and 
many of them were the first members 
of their families to go to college. 
They spoke about how the program 
helped them financially, with their 
book purchases and their meals. For 
many it was a lifeline.

Over 300 in attendance to celebrate EOPS milestone 
UPDATE

The PC Choir sings the Alma Mater for guests

Ballet Folklórico Orgullo Mexicano

EOPS Director Diane Thompson addresses the crowd

Dr. Claudis Habib shares a personal story



The third annual PC Transfer Fair was 
held in the Porterville College Quad 
on Halloween day and was open to 
all students interested in transferring 
to a four-year school from Porterville 
College. 
 
During the event, the quad was filled 
with representatives from over a 
dozen schools providing information 
about their campuses and programs 
to PC students interested in transfer 
opportunities. 

By providing this information to 
PCs students we are helping them 
to choose the right path to their 
educational success, especially 
for those who may not have the 
resources to tour multiple campuses 
and find this information on their own. 
“It’s important to have it here because 
we’re a small college and not all of our 
students have an opportunity to go 
out and look at different campuses,” 
said PC counselor Araceli Carranza.  

“We need to bring the knowledge to 
us and allow and see our options,” 
claimed student Caelum Peyron.  

The transfer fair also highlighted 
student clubs and programs and 
featured fundraising activities 
provided by the PC Student 
Government.  

UPDATE

PC’s 3rd annual transfer fair a success
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John Anthony served in 
the US Marine Corps and 
decided to continue his 
education at Porterville 
College.  While he was 
on campus, he majored 
in Mathematics and 
frequently took advantage 
of the many programs and 
services available to him 
as a Veteran through the 
Veterans Resource Center.

While at Porterville College, 
John was an active member 
in the Veterans Club, 
serving as Vice-President. 
He also worked as a math 
tutor in the Tutoring Center 
and assisted his fellow 
comrades in the Veterans 
Resource Center. John 
was active in the PC choir, 
many times volunteering 
his time singing in a variety 
of events. 

Mr. Anthony graduated 
from Porterville College in 
May 2019 and transferred 
to Cal Poly Pomona, where 
is currently majoring in 

electrical engineering.  His 
goal is to one day work at 
NASA. 
   
John’s transition from 
Porterville College to Cal 
Poly Pomona went easier 
than he expected.  He says 
the course rigor is about 
the same. “I thought that 
because I was transferring 
to a university that the 
classes were going to be 
more difficult, but they 
are about the same,” Said 
John.  He indicated the 
math department at PC 
really prepared him for 
the math that he is taking.  
“GPA matters and it’s 
difficult to maintain a high 
GPA., but that helped me to 
get accepted into Electrical 
Engineering.”  

According to John, the 
Veterans Resource Centers 
at both Porterville College 
and Cal Poly Pomona are 
similar.  “They are both 
friendly and really care 
about Veterans. They make 

you feel at home.”  John 
lives off campus and is 
roommates with another 
veteran.  “Sharing the living 
expenses is a must for this 
area.”  

Cal Poly Pomona has a 
program called Horses 
to Heroes. John applied 
to participate and was 
selected.  His horse’s name 
is Sprite “like the soda”.  
John can feed, groom and 
take the horse for walks.  
John enjoys spending time 
with Sprite.  “I had mid-
terms last week and was 
nervous about the tests, 
so I spent time with Sprite, 
and it calmed me.”


